
 

Sunday, October 31, 2021 
31st Sunday of Ordinary Time 

 

GLORIA 

 All: 
 Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, 
we bless you, 
we adore you, 
we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory, 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
you take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, 
receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us.  
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

FIRST READING 
Deuteronomy 6:2–6 

Moses spoke to the people, saying: 
“Fear the LORD, your God, and keep, throughout the days of 
your lives, all his statutes and commandments which I enjoin 
on you, and thus have long life. Hear then, Israel, and be 

careful to observe them, that you may grow and prosper the 
more, in keeping with the promise of the LORD, the God of 
your fathers, to give you a land flowing with milk and honey. 
 
“Hear, O Israel! The LORD is our God, the LORD alone! 
Therefore, you shall love the LORD, your God, with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength. Take 
to heart these words which I enjoin on you today.” 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 18:2–3, 3–4, 47, 51 (2) 
 

R. I love you, Lord, my strength. 
 

I love you, O LORD, my strength, O LORD, my rock, my 
fortress, my deliverer. 
 

R. I love you, Lord, my strength. 
 

My God, my rock of refuge, my shield, the horn of my 
salvation, my stronghold! Praised be the LORD, I exclaim, and 
I am safe from my enemies. 
 

R. I love you, Lord, my strength. 
 

The LORD lives! And blessed be my rock! Extolled be God my 
savior, you who gave great victories to your king and showed 
kindness to your anointed. 
 

R. I love you, Lord, my strength. 
 

SECOND READING 
Hebrews 7:23–28 

 

Brothers and sisters: 
The levitical priests were many because they were prevented 
by death from remaining in office, but Jesus, because he 
remains forever, has a priesthood that does not pass away. 
Therefore, he is always able to save those who approach God 
through him, since he lives forever to make intercession for 
them. 
 

It was fitting that we should have such a high priest: holy, 
innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners, higher than the 
heavens. He has no need, as did the high priests, to offer 
sacrifice day after day, first for his own sins and then for those 
of the people; he did that once for all when he offered himself. 
For the law appoints men subject to weakness to be high 
priests, but the word of the oath, which was taken after the 
law, appoints a son, who has been made perfect forever. 
 

ALLELUIA 
John 14:23 

 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Whoever loves me will keep my word, says the Lord; and my 
Father will love him and we will come to him. 
 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 



GOSPEL 
Mark 12:28b–34 

 

One of the scribes came to Jesus and asked him, “Which is 
the first of all the commandments?” Jesus replied, “The first is 
this: Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is Lord alone! You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, 
with all your mind, and with all your strength. The second is 
this: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. There is no 
other commandment greater than these.” The scribe said to 
him, “Well said, teacher. You are right in saying, ‘He is One 
and there is no other than he.’ And ‘to love him with all your 
heart, with all your understanding, with all your strength, and 
to love your neighbor as yourself’ is worth more than all burnt 
offerings and sacrifices.” And when Jesus saw that he 
answered with understanding, he said to him, “You are not far 
from the kingdom of God.” And no one dared to ask him any 
more questions. 
 
Father Steve’s Homily 
 

 This week, Father's favorite second-grader is giving 
him a hard time.  During the children's confession, Father 
suspected there was more than one in the confessional. 
"How many are you?" "Two of us, father." "How come?" 
father enquired? "Because I don't know the act of contrition. 
He does it for me." "So, he has already heard your sins, 
hasn't he?" "No, father. I have my fingers in his ears." 
 Wouldn't it be great if I won a million dollars? Well, 
maybe it wouldn't be so great. Not everyone has the same 
idea of a great time. One person's wish may be another's 
nightmare. Take, for example, the story of three men who 
were sailing together in the Pacific Ocean. Their vessel was 
wrecked, and they found themselves on an island. They had 
plenty of food, but their existence was in every way different 
from what their lives had been in the past. The men were 
walking by the seashore one day after being there for some 
months and found an ancient lantern. One man picked it up. 
As he began to rub it and clean it, a genie popped out and 
said, "Well, since you have been good enough to release 
me, I will give each of you one wish."  The first man said, 
"Oh, that's perfectly marvelous. I'm a rancher from Wyoming, 
and I wish I were back on my ranch." Poof! He was back on 
his ranch.  The second man said, "Well, I'm a stockbroker 
from New York, and I wish that I were back in Manhattan." 
Poof! He was back in Manhattan with his papers, his 
telephones, his clients, and his computers.   The third fellow 
was somewhat more relaxed about life and enjoyed life there 
on the island. He said, "Well, I am quite happy here. I just 
wish my two friends were back." Poof! Poof! Everybody's 
idea of a "great time" isn't the same!   "Now, wouldn't it be 
great ...if we won the lottery...if we had our dream house...if 
we were famous...."  
 As Christians...as the people of God...what if instead 
of wishing for money or fame or success or more "things," 

we could just as earnestly wish with all our hearts and souls 
and minds and strength that we could love the Lord our God 
and love our neighbor as ourselves? A simple but powerful 
wish.  Jesus presents an excellent idea that has survived the 
centuries: a perfect commandment about loving both God 
and neighbor. Jesus sums up the commandments in the 
Gospel today in two statements: to love God and love our 
neighbor as ourselves. When Jesus says something in a 
Gospel passage, we ask ourselves where we are in relation 
to what he says. Today, we ask ourselves how are we doing 
in love with God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength, 
and how are we loving our neighbor as ourselves. Loving like 
this is finding God hidden in the other person, like the 
parable that Jesus taught about finding the treasure hidden 
in the field. Loving like this is not judging but being merciful 
and trying to understand the other person. Jesus said the 
Spirit is mightier than the flesh. So with Jesus with us, there 
is no room for fear, but we can witness the truth with 
enthusiasm, love, and humility. 
 

Universal Prayers of the Faithful 
LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

 
An Act of Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the 
Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above all things, 
and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I 
cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace 
You as if You were already there and unite myself 
wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated 
from You. Amen.  
 

CONCLUDING RITES 


