
A 
s the Christmas Season is upon us once again, I've been thinking about the incredible 
opportunity we have as Christians.  The Bible tells us the story of John the Baptist, 
whose primary purpose of ministry was to be the one who would prepare the way for 
the Messiah. This was so the Messiah would have an entry point into the lives of the 

people. Yet, before He could come into the hearts of the people, an important thing needed to 
take place in their hearts, and it's called “repentance.”  We live in a day and age in which such 
a word may not necessarily be fashionable, yet, it's as needed now as it was in John's day. 
While the people anticipated the presence of the Messiah, John prepared their hearts for His 
presence with a powerful message. This message was that before His presence, there must be 

repentance. Even today, we celebrate the coming of our Lord and Savior to earth as a baby. Yet, as He lived and 
died for our sins, He wants us to come to Him with humble and repentant hearts. We too are called to “prepare the 
way” for Christ to enter the hearts of people around us. Our friends and families are looking for the reality of 
changed lives. Not perfect lives, but changed lives!  Let's prepare the way!  Merry Christmas, Fr. Steve 

A personal invitation to  

welcome the Light of Christ 

into our world.  
Submitted by Father Steve   
 While many are focused on what might be the political-
ly correct thing to say during this wonderful Holiday, we 
focus upon the Christ of Christmas! So, with that in 
mind, let me take this opportunity to invite you and your 
family to celebrate, with St. Mary Parish Family, Christ 
coming into our world.  As we gather with family and 
friends, remember to take time to recognize the reason 
Christmas plays such a big part in our lives.   
 We are a family of believers, and our convictions are 
deep and true.  There is a church pew waiting for you, 
with your name on it, find it, get comfortable and make it 
your own!  Bring your family, friends, neighbors, all are 
welcomed at St. Mary’s!   
 God gave His Son to this world, as we know from John 
3:16. Jesus came to a lost and dying world as He was 
born in a humble stable. Upon the culmination of living a 
sinless life, Jesus laid it all down on Calvary for the sins 
of ALL humanity. He's a generous God! 
 In light of this wonderful time of the year, when we 
consider the generosity of the Lord, we are also asking 
that each one of us consider giving a generous Christmas 
offering. While we have many offerings throughout the 
year every week, this will be an extra special offering as 
we continue to reach our community for Christ. Regard-
less of your ability to give, we invite you to attend this 
exceptional Christmas celebration! We will provide tre-
mendous focus on the birth of the Lord. Again, we en-
courage you to invite friends and family for a great day! 
Looking forward to sharing Christmas greetings with 

you. 

 

Parish Fact… 
Did you know that the original St. Mary Hospital 1909 structure  
had a bed capacity of only 22 patients?  

 

The Christmas flowers collection 

provides for our decorating  

needs throughout the year. 
 Located inside the contribution envelope set you will 
find the annual Christmas collection envelope. It is 
through generous donations that we can provide for the 
seasonal decorating needs.  Please consider donating to 
this important collection.  If you didn’t receive a contri-
bution envelope set, contact Rene at the parish office 618

-532-6291.  You can also mail your gift to: St. Mary Par-
ish, Christmas Flower Collection, 424 E. Broadway, Centra-
lia, IL 62801. 

DECEMBER 2021 VOLUME  I   ISSUE II  

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie; above thy deep and 
dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; Yet in thy dark street shineth the ever-
lasting Light; The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to-night. For 
Christ is born of Mary; and gathered all above while mortals sleep the angels 
keep their watch of wondering love; O morning stars! Together proclaim the 
holy birth, And praises sing to God the King and peace to all on earth.  



ST. MARY ROSARY RALLY, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16, 2021 

BLUE MASS HONORING OUR FIRST RESPONSERS FALL FESTIVAL SEPTEMBER 11th, 2021 

ST. FRANCIS - BLESSING OF PETS 

SMS - PTO TRUNK OR TREAT CEDARHURST - TRUNK OR TREAT 

CHS - BAND AND COLOR GUARD 

2020 Class S Softball State Champions!  

SMS CROSS COUNTRY INVITATIONAL   
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On The Season of  

Advent and Christmas 
 

Published in the “Adoremus Bulletin. For the Renewal of the Sacred Litur-
gy,” Volume XXVII, Issue #3, November 2021 Copyright © 2020 Adoremus. 
All Rights Reserved E-mail: info@adoremus.org 

 

Another year, another Christmas. Or will it be different this 
year? Certainly, much has changed in the world since last 
Christmas. But to change ourselves for a more fruitful celebra-
tion of the birth of Christ, a fuller understanding of the sea-
sons of Advent and Christmas can help. Test your knowledge 
of these privileged seasons as a way to enter into this most 
wonderful time of the year in 2021.  
 

1. The principal reason that Christmas is celebrated on 
December 25 is:  
 

a. This date was determined by the Council of  Nicaea in 
325.  

b. Jesus was born on December 25.  
c. The early Church was trying to combat the pagan feast 

of Sol Invictus (“Unconquered Sun”) that fell on Decem-
ber 25.  

d. Jesus died nine months earlier.  
 

2. Since Christmas is celebrated each year on December 
25, when does Advent begin?  
 

a. The Thursday after Thanksgiving in the United States. 
b. The Sunday closest to the Feast of Andrew the Apostle.  
c. Four weeks and four days prior to December 25.  
d. It varies based upon the date of Easter and the weeks 

of Ordinary Time that follow Easter.  
 

3. True or False:  The Advent season is a kind of “mini-Lent.”  
 

4. The Roman Missal, Lectionary for Mass, and Liturgy of 
the Hours provide texts for each weekday of Advent, all 
the way up to Friday of the Third Week of Advent— then 
they stop. Why are there no texts for Saturday of the 
Third Week of Advent?  
 

a. Annibale Bugnini.  
b. The weekdays of Advent give way to a more intense 

preparation for Christmas by this time, and it is then 
time to sing “O Come, .”  

c. Pius XII eliminated this day of Advent when he revised 
the Holy Week liturgies in 1955.  

d. From the time of Pope Gregory the Great (r.590-604), 
Saturday of the Third Week of Advent was set aside to 
mark the winter ember day.  

 

5. True or False: Just as during the Lenten season, the play-
ing of the organ and musical instruments is allowed only in 
order to support the singing.  
 

6. According to the Book of Blessings, where should the 
Nativity Scene be placed?  

a. In a place outside the sanctuary so that all the faithful 
can approach it easily and pray before it.  

b. The Book of Blessings is silent on the placement of the 
Nativity Scene.  

c. In front of the altar of sacrifice so that suitable attention 
may be drawn to the central mystery of the season. 

d.  Outside of the church building and located in the homes 
of the faithful.  

 

7. What Holy Days of Obligation occur during the Advent 
and Christmas Seasons? 
 

8. How many Mass settings (proper antiphons, readings, 
and orations) are there for the Solemnity of the Nativity? 

a. One. 
b. Two. 
c. Three. 
d. Four. 
 

9. At which liturgy during the Advent or Christmas sea-
sons would one hear mention of “the one hundred and 
ninety-fourth Olympiad”? 

 

a. Fifth day of the Octave of Christmas. 
b. Matins for the Feast of the Holy Family. 
c. Mass for Epiphany. 
d. Liturgy of the Hours on December 24. 
 

10. True or False: The Christmas season always ends on the 
Sunday following Epiphany, which is the Feast of the Baptism 
of the Lord. 

 

Answers can be found on page the next page 



  Answer for the quiz, page 3 
 

1. d. Jesus died nine months earlier 
2. b. The Sunday closest to the Feast of Andrew the 

Apostle.  
3. False. Advent has a twofold character, for it is a time 

of preparation for the Solemnities of Christmas, in 
which the First Coming of the Son of God to humanity 
is remembered. 

4. b. The weekdays of Advent give way to a more in-
tense preparation for Christmas by this time, and it is 
then time to sing “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel.”  

5. False.  During the period of Advent, the instruction is 
slightly different: “In Advent the use of the organ and 
other musical instruments should be marked by a 
moderation suited to the character of this time of 
year, without expressing in anticipation.  

6. a. In a place outside the sanctuary so that all the 
faithful can approach it easily and pray before it.  

7. Immaculate Conception, Christmas, Mary, Mother 
of God, and Epiphany.  

8. d. Four.  
9. d . At the Liturgy of the Hours on December 24.  
10. False. The Universal Norms on the Liturgical Year 

and Calendar indicates that “Christmas Time runs 
from First Vespers (Evening Prayer I) of the Nativity 
of the Lord up to and including the Sunday after 
Epiphany or after January 6” (33).  

 

Looking for voices  

to join us during 

Christmas Mass. 
There has been some interest in 
forming a ad-hoc Christmas Schola, 
to help enhance our Christmas Cele-
brations. You are invited to join us 
on Wednesday evening, December  
8, 2021, at 7:00 p.m. in our Church 
building to sing some traditional car-
ols.  The organist and cantors will 
lead us during our Christmas, but 
bringing voices together will make it 
that much better.  Hope to see you 
there! 
 
 

Saint Nicholas to 

Visit St. Mary School 

Friday, December 3rd. 
 St. Nicholas' Day is derived from 
Saint Nicholas of Myra, who served 
as a bishop in the fourth century. 
Saint Nicholas was a famously giv-
ing figure, caring for children in 
need, struggling families, and the ill. 
 Traditionally we celebrate St. 
Nicholas day on December 5th.  
Saint Nicholas (Jared Viviano) will 
join the children and faculty at the 
ALL School Mass, Friday, Decem-
ber 3, 2021 starting at 8:30 a.m. 
 Following Mass, St. Nicholas will 

visit the classrooms and bring the 
traditional chocolate “gold coins,” to 
the Children.  The Mass is open to 
the public and all are invited to at-
tend.  

St. Mary School 

Children’s Christmas 

Program. 
 You are invited to join the children 
and faculty of St. Mary Parish as 
they welcome Christmas, during the 
School Christmas program. The pro-
gram will be held, Thursday, De-
cember 9, 2021 beginning at 6:00 
p.m. in the School gym. Please note: 
Masks must be worn when inside 
the school building.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Welcome Deacon  

Ben Wanner to our 

Parish Community. 
Submitted by: Father Steve 

 It has been with great pleasure that 
Transitional Deacon Ben Wanner has 
been assigned to St. Mary and St. 
Lawrence Parishes.  Deacon Ben is a 
Theology IV, student at Kenrick-
Glennon Seminary in St. Louis.  
 To allow seminarians to experience 
parish life they are sent to serve at 
neighboring parishes.  This year, Ken-
rick-Glennon Seminary has placed 
seminarians in the Belleville Diocese.  
Consequently, we are now a “teaching 
parish.”  Deacon Ben has settled nice-
ly into our routine.  He assists at 
weekend Mass and instructs St. Mary 
PSR, seventh and eighth grade Confir-
mation class every other weekend.  He 
is only here on Saturday and Sunday 
and returns to the seminary during the 
week.  
 He has become part of the “Saturday 

evening dinner club,” a gathering of 
parishioners who enjoy dinner togeth-
er following the 4:00 p.m. Mass. He 
will be part of our Parish community 
until May, when he graduates from 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary and re-
turns to the Bismarck, North Dakota 
Diocese for Priestly ordination.  Here 
is a little biography about Deacon Ben 
that he submitted for our weekly bul-
letin. 
 

Dear St. Mary and St. Lawrence par-
ishes, 
 My name is Deacon Ben Wanner. I 
am from the Diocese of Bismarck in 
western North Dakota. I come from a 
large Catholic family being the sev-
enth of nine children (six boys and 
three girls). One of my older broth-
ers is a Dominican with the Western 
Province of the Most Holy Name of 
Jesus and one of my older sisters is 
also a religious with the Handmaids of 
the Heart of Jesus in Minnesota. The 
rest of my siblings are either married 
or still in school.  
 I joined the seminary right out 
of public high school in my 
hometown Mandan, ND to attend 
the St. John Vianney college seminary 
in St. Paul, MN. During my time there 
I had the wonderful opportunities to 
study a semester abroad in Rome and 
to do a two-week mission trip with the 
Missionaries of Charity in Kolkata, 
India. I am currently finishing my last 
year at Kenrick in St. Louis and am 
more than happy to serve you in what-
ever way I can throughout this aca-
demic year! Please continue to pray 
for me, and do not be afraid to get to 
know me and to help me in my for-
mation in whatever way you 
can so that I become a good, holy, 
happy, and joyful Catholic priest! 
 

Super Omnia Caritas, 
Rev. Mr. Benjamin Wanner 
Deacon of the Diocese of Bismarck 
 

Deacon Ben’s last weekend with us before the 
seminary takes their Christmas Break is Sun-
day, December 12, 2021.  If you would like to 
send him a Christmas card, message or gift you 
can mail it to:   

 Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 

 Attn: Deacon Ben Wanner 
5200 Glennon Dr, Saint Louis, MO 63119  
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Mass Times and the 

Sacrament of Reconciliation.   
 

(SM) - Saint Mary 
(SL) - Saint Lawrence 
(SMC) - Saint Mary Chapel 
(SMS) - Saint Mary School 
(SMHC) - Saint Mary Hospital Chapel 
(SMSG) - Saint Mary School Gym 
 

HOLY  MASS TIMES & RECONCILIATION 
 

 SUNDAY MASS 
(SM) Saturday - Reconciliation - 3:15 p.m. - 3:45 p.m. 
(SM) Saturday - Celebration of the Sunday Vigil Mass - 4:00 p.m. 
(SL) Sunday - Reconciliation - 8:00 a.m. - 8:20 a.m. 
(SL) Sunday - Celebration of Sunday Mass - 8:30 a.m. 
(SM) Sunday - Celebration of Sunday Mass - 10:30 a.m. 
 

 WEEKDAY MASS 
(SMHC) Tuesday - Celebration of Weekday Mass - 12:00 p.m. 
(SM) Wednesday - All School Liturgy - 8:30 a.m. 
(SL) Thursday - Celebration of Sunday Mass - 8:30 a.m. 
(SMC) Friday - Chapel Mass - 8:30 a.m. 
 

Holydays of obligation,  

selected Feast days and special  

Liturgical celebrations until 

the beginning of Lent. 
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
(SM) Saturday, December 4, 2021 – 4:00 p.m.   
(SL) Sunday, December 5, 2021 – 8:30 a.m.    
(SM) Sunday, December 5, 2021 – 10:30 a.m.   
(SMS) Sunday, December 5, 2021 – 12:00 p.m. (Note Time) 
Advent Reflection – “The Nativity Narrative, exploring the Synoptic Gospels 
and the birth of our Savior, part I”  
 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
(SMC) Tuesday, December 7, 2021 – 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. (Adoration only) 
(SM) Wednesday, December 8, 2021 – 8:30 a.m.  
(SMHC) Wednesday, December 8, 2021 – 12:00 p.m.   
(SL) Wednesday, December 8, 2021 – 6:00 p.m.   
 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT  
(SM) Saturday, December 11, 2021 – 4:00 p.m.  
Sunday, December 12, – 8:30 a.m.     
(SM) Sunday, December 12, – 10:30 a.m.    
(SMS) Sunday, December 12, 2021 – 1:00 p.m. 

Advent Reflection – “The Nativity Narrative, exploring the Synoptic Gospels 
and the birth of our Savior, part II” 

(SMSG) Sunday, December 12, 2021 – 4:00 p.m. Altar Society Christmas Party 
 

SMS – RECONCILIATION FOR GRADES 2 - 8  
(SM) Thursday, December 16, 2021 – 12:30 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
(SM) Saturday, December 18, 2021 – 4:00 p.m.    
(SL) Sunday, December 19, – 8:30 a.m.   
(SM) Sunday, December 19, – 10:30 a.m.  
 

ADVENT RECONCILIATION 
(SM) Sunday, December 19, 2021 – 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.  
 

CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS 
(SM) Friday, December 24, 2021 – 3:30 p.m.    
(SL)  Friday, December 24, 2021 = 5:30 p.m.  
(SM) Saturday, December 25, 2021 – 12:00 a.m. (Midnight Mass)  
(SL) Saturday, December 25, 2021 – 9:00 a.m.   
 

THE HOLY FAMILY (SUNDAY MASS 
(SM) Saturday, December 25, 2021 **No 4:00 p.m. Sunday Vigil Mass 

(SL) Sunday, December 26, 2021 – 8:30 a.m.    
(SM) Sunday, December 26, 2021 – 10:30 a.m.   
 

DECEMBER 27TH – DECEMBER 31ST  - NO WEEKDAY MASSES  
 

SOLEMNITY OF MARY (NEW YEAR’S DAY) 
(SL) Friday, December 31, 2021 – 4:00 p.m.    
(SM) Saturday, January 1, 2022 – 9:00 a.m.   
. 

EPIPHANY OF THE LORD (SUNDAY MASS) 
(SM) Saturday, January 1, 2022 – 4:00 p.m.  
(SL) Sunday, January 2, 2022 – 8:30 a.m.  
(SM) Sunday, January 2, 2022 – 10:30 a.m.  
 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
(SM) Saturday, January 8, 2022 – 4:00 p.m.  
(SL) Sunday, January 9, 2022 – 8:30 a.m.  
(SM) Sunday, January 9, 2022 – 10:30 a.m.   
 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME - CONFIRMATION RETREAT 
(SMS) Saturday, January 15, 2022, 9:00 a.m. -3:00 p.m. 
Sunday, January 16, 2022 – 10:30 a.m.  - Children’s Liturgy 
 

PRESENTATION OF THE LORD & BLESSING OF THROATS 
(SM) Wednesday, February 2, 2022 – 8:30 a.m.  
 

FIFTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME  & BLESSING OF THROATS 
(SM) Saturday, February 5, 2022 – 4:00 p.m. 
(SL) Sunday, February 6, 2022 - 8:30 a.m.  
(SM) Sunday, February 6, 2022 – 10:30 a.m.  
 

SEVENTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME & CHILDREN’S LITURGY  
(SM) Saturday, February 19, 2022 – 4:00 p.m. 
 

EIGHTH SUNDAY OF ORDINARY TIME 
(SM) Saturday, February 26, 2022 – 4:00 p.m.   

(SL) Sunday, February 27, 2022 – 8:30 a.m. 
(SM) Sunday, February 27, 2022 – 10:30 a.m.  
(SMS) Sunday, February 27, 2022 – 1:00 p.m.  

Lenten Reflection Series – “Lectio Divina, traditional monastic practice of 
scriptural reading, meditation and prayer intended to promote communion 
with God and to increase the knowledge of God's word, Part I” 

Sunday, February 27, 2022 – 4:00 p.m. (SMC) Youth Mass and Meeting 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY & DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES 
(SM) Wednesday, March 2, 2022 – 7:00 am - 8:15 am - SMS Parking Lot  
(SM) Wednesday, March 2, 2022 – 8:30 a.m.   
(SMHC) Wednesday, March 2, 2022 – 12:00 p.m.  
(SL) Wednesday, March 2, 2022 – 6:00 p.m.  
 

Spiritual reflections and 

learning opportunities. 

Please join us on Sunday afternoons as 
we explore our faith and spirituality.  
Sessions are only 1 hour and will be 

informative and interesting.   

 
Advent Reflection Series 
Sunday, December 5, 2021 

The Nativity Narrative, exploring 
the Synoptic Gospels and the birth 
of our Savior, part I 
 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 
The Nativity Narrative, exploring 
the Synoptic Gospels and the birth 
of our Savior, part II 

 

Preparation for Lent 
Sunday, February 27, 2022 

Lectio Divina, traditional monastic 
practice of scriptural reading, 
meditation and prayer intended to 
promote communion with God and 
to increase the knowledge of 
God's word, Part I” 
 

Sunday, March 6 2021 
Lectio Divina, traditional monastic 
practice of scriptural reading, 
meditation and prayer intended to 
promote communion with God and 
to increase the knowledge of 
God's word, Part II” 
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Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 
5200 Glennon Dr,  
Saint Louis, MO 63119 
 

attention: 
Reverend Mr. Thomas Lugge 
Mr. Joshua Elmore 
Mr. Casmir Cozzi 
Mr. Levi James 
Mr. Ben Baker 
 

 

Sacred Heart Seminary and 
School of  Theology 
P.O. Box 429 
Hales Corners, WI 53130 
 

attention: 
Mr. James (Luke) Fitzgerald 
Mr. Robert Dodson 
 

 

 

Adopt a Seminarian. 
 Our diocese is happy to have seven men attending semi-
nary preparing to become priests.  Please say the prayer 
for vocations during this Christmas Season that God will 
guide them.  You can send them a Christmas greeting at: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Organ renovation, history 

restoration and repair.  
Contact: Tom Hawkins 
 You may have noticed that our church organ has been 
providing our celebrations with additional tones that Roy 
or Mary Ann did not contribute. Wick’s Organs complet-
ed emergency repairs to the organ so that it can be used.  
During the month of September, a team from Wick’s did 
an extensive evaluation of the organ.   
 The Finance Committee will review the information 
and will make a recommendation on how to proceed.  We 
anticipate an announcement in January 2022.  A detailed 
report will be provided to the parish at that time.   

 

  
The history of St. Mary’s present organ can be traced back to May 
8, 1915, when Reverend J. H. Bruns sent a post card requesting a 
catalog and information on Wicks instruments.  The organ, Opus 
186 was somewhat experimental, utilizing the newly developed 
Direct-Electric action which would go on to become a hallmark 
(and trademark) of Wicks Organ Company and its instruments. The   
St. Mary Organ was modest, containing 8 ranks of pipes installed 
in a free-standing organ case.  It was loaded into a boxcar 
(6700Ilbs) and shipped via the Vandalia Railroad on July 5, 1916 
and installed shortly after.  
  St. Mary Organ, Opus 186 cost $1,480.00 In 1928, given advance-
ment in the Direct-Electric technology, the organ was rebuilt with 
new actions and given a new number, Opus 872. The stop-list and 
instrument itself remained unchanged.  At some time between 
1928—1957 the organ was added onto by an unknown company 
who supplied serval ranks of pipes on pneumatic chests.  
 There was apparently a issue, and for the Centennial the organ 
was once again given a sprucing up. The 1957 work by Wicks Or-
gan Company cost $7,952.00.  The last renovation was in the late 
1970’s or early 80’s by George Kavanaugh & Sons.  The organ was 
mostly left intact. (archives retrieved from Wicks Organ LLC 2021) 

 

St. Mary School  financial  

future, ways you can help. 
Contact: Theresa Hacker 

Covid-19 has impacted our way of life and St. Mary 
School is not immune. Our school provides outstanding 
education for the students. If you are considering making 
a gift, endowment, memorial or one-time pledge to St. 
Mary School or Parish please complete the attached 
form.  You are always welcomed to meet with Father 
Steve to discuss your intentions. Some of our families 
have been especially impacted by Covid-19. Your gener-
ous gift would assist Catholic School families during 
their time of need. If you need more information please 
contact Business Manager, Theresa Hacker or Father Ste-
ve at the Parish Office. 
 

Name _____________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 

City _____________________State ______ Zip ___________ 

Phone _________________ Email _____________________ 

Please check applicable boxes    ❑ Alumnus    ❑ Friend 

❑ I believe in the mission of St. Mary School and would 
like to give to: 
 

     ❑ St. Mary School Educational Fund 
     ❑ St. Mary School Tuition Assistance Fund 
     ❑ St. Mary School  Capital Improvements 
     ❑ St. Mary School Endowment Fund 
     ❑ Please send me info on financial planning. 
 

❑ I am an employee of a Matching Gift Corpora-
tion. I will contact my personnel office for infor-
mation. 
 

❑ I have remembered St. Mary School in my will. 

 

The Nativity of the Lord 

(Christmas) 12: 00 a.m. 

Solemn Holy Mass at Mid -Night.  
Submitted by: Father Steve 

 Many of us remember the family tradition of the fami-
ly loading into the car and heading to mid-night Mass.  
This year St. Mary Parish will continue that tradition 
and will be celebrating the Nativity at mid-night, De-
cember 25th.  You are invited to join us for this celebra-
tion of God’s love coming into our world.   
 Maestro Roy Kroezen and his wife Cynthia harpists, 
trumpeter Kim Davis and members of the St. Mary 
Schola will help us to celebrate this gift to the world.  
Christmas carols and music will begin at 11:30 p.m. 
with the Solemn Mass beginning at 12:00 a.m.   
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Parish Fact… 
 

When Sarah Krupp and Galen Mahle were united in marriage on 
December 17, 2005 scaffolding was located throughout the 
church building.  The church was being renovated.  



Remembering our recently  

departed parishioners during  

the month of November. 

 November is the time we remember our recently depart-
ed especially those from our Parish who have died this 
past year.  We lost twenty-two family members since last 
November. Each person held a special place in our hearts. 

St. Mary is a vibrant parish 

sharing God’s love through the 

sacraments and evangelization.  
 Sacraments are the pulse of the Parish. Through the sac-
raments we can visually see the strengths of our parish. 
As you can see from the information provided, we have 
our strengths and our weaknesses. As a family, we strive 
to continue to increase our love of God’s church.  It is 
only through your continued love and support that St. 
Mary continues her mission begun in 1857. Here are 
some statistics from this 2021 & 2022 Liturgical years: 
 
 

 Households:                        401 
 SMS total students:                   92 

• School Households:              65    
• Catholic students:                  54 
• Non-Catholic students:              38 

 PSR (Parish School of Religion):            32   
 RCIA (Right of Christian Initiation of Adults):      0 
 

(11/2020-11/2021) Note: Dates do not include Liturgical 2022 
 

 Adult Baptisms:                      2 
 Sacrament of Baptism:                   22   
 Sacrament of First Holy Communion:      0  9 
 Sacrament of Confirmation: (20/2022)        2 
 Sacrament of Matrimony:                1 
 Total deaths:                       25 
 Newly registered parishioners:  (families)       6 
 Average Saturday/Sunday Mass attendance:   281 
 Average weekly envelope and loose gifts:   $6080 
 Amount needed to balance the budget          $8011    

The Sanctuary candle burns  

in memory of loved ones  

and special intentions.  
 “The sanctuary candle is burned continually in a Catho-
lic church as a sign of the continual real presence of Jesus 
Christ, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, under the ap-
pearance of the host (bread) kept the tabernacle  in each 
church building. The candle is a sign to those who wish 
to pray that Jesus is truly present, looking at each person 
with love, listening to their prayers, and giving them the 
grace needed to deal with the problems of life.” (catholic 
answers.com) 

 Each month, the Sanctuary candle at St. Mary Church 
and Chapel burns in memory of a departed family mem-
ber or special intention. There are months available at the 
chapel, contact Rene at the Parish Office 618-532-6291 
for information.  The recommended donation is $60.00 

Father Dale Maxfield 
Patricia Lackey  
Evelyn Lyons 

Pete Pelaez 
Kathryn Francois 

Danny Darin 
Mike Steinman 

Tina Suarez 
Bernice Schmidt 

Lola Friedrich 
Don Dreas 

Gerald Peterson 

Louis Logullo 
Norma Holtkamp 

Ruth Holloway 
Mary Schroeter 
Maggie Irwin 

Anna Sturman 
Charles Waggoner 

Rita Taylor 
Jack Mann 

Mary Kirkland 
Eugene Becker 

ST. MARY CHURCH 
 

December 2021  
Nall, Hollern & Duty Families 
 

January 2022  
Corinno & Anna Leeta Darin 
 

February 2022  
Alan & Rosalie Thomas 
 

March 2022  
Elliston & Garnier Families 
 

April 2022  
Defend, Yates, McGuigan, & Finn  
 

May 2022  
Richard, Michael, Megan & Jacob Neff 
 

June 2022  
Joe Marcum & Hope Harbin 
 

July 2022  
Harold “Pete” Aydt 
 

August 2022  
Verdeyen & Willenborg Families 
 

September 2022  
Gene Uhls 
 

October 2022  
David Schwartz 
 

November 2022  
Dr. Avelino Raquiza  Lazo MD 
 

December 2022  
Nall, Hollern & Duty Family 

ST. MARY CHAPEL 
 

December 2021  
OPEN 

 

January 2022  
OPEN 

 

February 2022  
OPEN 

 

March 2022  
OPEN 

 

April 2022  
OPEN 

 

May 2022  
TiemannSuhl Families 

 

June 2022  
OPEN 

 

July 2022  
OPEN 

 

August 2022  
OPEN 

 

September 2022  
OPEN 

 

October 2022  
OPEN 

 

November 2022  
OPEN 

 

December 2022  
OPEN 

 

Sacrament of anointing of the Sick, 

is offered every last Thursday and 

first Friday, following Mass and... 
 

Saturday, March 5, 2022 – 4:00 p.m.     
Sunday, March 6, 2022 – 8:30 a.m.     
Sunday, March 6, 2022 – 10:30 a.m.   

 

In an emergency, please contact Father Steve or a  
neighboring priest.  Father Steve 618-532-6291 X307 or 532-5041 
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Message from  

St. Mary School 

Principal Maria Pryor.  
Submitted by: Maria Pryor, Principal SMS 

 It has been an extremely busy fall.  
My first few months as principal have 
been rewarding and eventful.  In addi-
tion to having successful softball and 

baseball seasons, we had qualifiers in the State Cross 
Country meet.  Nolan Pryor, Carson Pigg, Cooper Green, 
Kierstyn Pender, and MadaLynn Wethington represented 
SMS well.  Basketball season has begun, and our new co-
op, the Trinity-St. Mary Defenders for boys basketball, 
secured the championship title in the St. Mary boys bas-
ketball tournament.  The girls are working hard and just 
won consolation at the OBC tournament.   
 We have begun our virtue-based learning as well.  The 
students are currently learning why virtues exist, and 
soon will begin focusing on a virtue every two weeks.  
Students that are caught displaying the virtue will receive 
recognition, and SMS will have a “Cardinal of the Week” 
for the student that best displayed the virtue throughout 
the week.  This is an amazing program that focuses on 
how to live more like a disciple.     
 Students are still creating a newspaper at least bi-
weekly.  Currently all proceeds will go toward Mrs. Man-
di Hardy as she remains off on medical leave.  If you are 
interested in buying a newspaper, please call the school 
office for more details.    
 St. Mary School students are fortunate to have Mrs. An-
drea High from CORLHS to have a choir class each 
Tuesday.  The students have sung during weekend Mass 
twice, and they are a welcome sight and sound among the 
congregation.   A big “thank you” to Roy Kroezen, the 
church organist, for playing the piano while our youth 
choir sang and inviting the school to take a tour of the 
Carillon.  We are in the process of each class going for a 
tour and learning how this city wonder operates.   
   Please continue to pray for our school.  We hope to 
continue to grow and for others to see what our mission 
is.  We also need prayers for our faculty, staff, and stu-
dents during the pandemic that we may all remain healthy 
and in-person. 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by Heather Knowles 

 Saint Mary School PTO met on November 9, 2021. The 
PTO is currently taking orders for Christmas Cookie 
Trays. These trays will be beautifully wrapped and come 
with a personalized card. These trays make wonderful 
gifts! Assembly will take place on Friday December 10, 
2021. Small and large tray options are available. To help 
with the success of this large fundraiser, we will once 
again be asking school families and parishioners to help 

by donating 6 dozen of their favorite cookies or candies. 
The help of so many during this yearly fundraiser has al-
ways been such a blessing! 
 Thanks to the continued generosity of Mary’s Merry 
Quilters, we are again having our annual quilt raffle. 
Tickets have been sent to parishioners and school fami-
lies. The Sandoval Knights of Colombus also volunteered 
to do a mailing of these quilt tickets. Our goal is to make 
$2,500 on this raffle. The winners will be selected at the 
Parish Christmas Party on December 12, 2021. 
 St. Mary School Raffle Calendar sales have begun! 
Please consider purchasing a calendar or raffle ticket 
from any St. Mary’s student for the chance to win one of 
two weekly $25 prizes. A $500 drawing is held in May 
and December. Names are re-entered after a winning tick-
et is pulled, so you have over 100 chances to win with 
this $25 donation! 
 Finally, PTO is hosting Santa’s Cottage for SMS stu-
dents the week of December 13, 2021. This gives chil-
dren the chance to shop for small Christmas gifts for a 
few special family and friends. We will also be doing col-
lections to purchase Christmas gift cards for our wonder-
ful faculty and staff! Our next meeting will be January 
25, 2022.   
 

Sprehe Scholarship Applications 

available to St. Mary Parish Family. 
 Sprehe Scholarship applications are available for mem-
bers of St. Mary Parish at the Centralia Branch of the US 
Bank Wealth Management for the 2022 - 2024 Kaskaskia 
College Scholarships and the 2022 - 2023 Baccalaureate 
Scholarships. Baccalaureate applicants must be 
Kaskaskia College graduates who are attending or will be 
attending a four-year university.  
 You may contact Pam Prather at the US Bank at her di-
rect line 618-545-1219 or by e-mail pame-
la.prather@usbank.com to make arrangements for receiv-
ing an application. The Bank Lobby may be closed. All 
applications are to be returned to Pam Prather at the US 
Bank in Centralia no later than Tuesday, March 9, 2022. 
Applications may be dropped off at the Drive-Up Facili-
ty. If the envelope is too bulky, the application can be 
placed in the Night Depository. The envelope must be 
clearly marked to Pam Prather’s attention.  
 

Welcome new families & students. 

92 strong and growing!!! 
Contact: Principal Maria Pryor 

 We began the school year with 90 students. After losing 
one student, we added three new students to the roster 
bringing our attendance to 92!   It has been a number of 
years since we have attendance numbers that high.  It is a 
testament to the wonderful job St. Mary School is doing 
preparing students for the future. We consistently gradu-
ate students who excel in many areas of academic disci-
ples in High School and College. Graduates rank among 
the top 10 percent of their high school graduating class. 
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Quilting -  

How it All Began  

for Sally Tiemann. 
Submitted by: Sally Tiemann 
 One Sunday morning in January 
2006, I was enjoying a cup of coffee 
and a doughnut with Bernice 
Schmidt following 10:30 mass. I 

told her how excited I was to be retiring. Her first ques-
tion was “What are your plans for retirement?”. I don’t 
think I had the chance to respond as the next question 
was “Why don’t you join the quilting group?” 
 Bernice was an excellent hand quilter who had done a 
lot of quilts for me but I had no idea how they were done. 
I had embroidered quilt blocks, had another lady put the 
tops together and then I would take it to Bernice and she 

did her magic. Stating I wasn’t sure I could do it but 
would like to try. 
 When I joined the group, I was enthusiastically greeted 
by Delores Baldridge, Ann Sturman, Delores Schultz, 
Lorene Langenfeld and of course Bernice. I have to ad-
mit, me and that tiny little silver thing called a “thimble” 
did not like each other. Week after week, I would try to 
master it, but it just wasn’t happening. I had sore fingers 
from needle pricks, broken fingernails from pushing that 
needle and had spent many dollars on every type of quilt-
ing gadget I could find. The ladies would jokingly say 
“Wonder what gadget we’ll see this week. Finally, I took 
the plunge and invested in a leather thimble and guess 
what, it worked! Now there are just callouses! 
 I am so happy I persevered – I absolutely love this craft 
and am proud to belong to the wonderful group now 
known as Mary’s Merry Quilters. 
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The lost art of quilting. 
 For generations, ladies have gathered at churches 
to quilt, as they bring income to their parishes. 
Hand-crafted quilts have been a steady means of 
income that have supported countless parish pro-
jects. But there is much more than just grabbing a 
needle, thimble and thread.  It requires patience, 
determination and skill that takes years to master. 
Throughout history, mothers have passed this time-
honored craft to their daughters.  With the advent 
of mechanical sewing, the art is dropping out of 
favor in some communities. Even the untrained eye 
can easily spot a machine sewn quilt. 
  For St. Mary Church a few dedicated ladies con-
tinue to hand-craft beautiful works of art.  They 
gather on Monday, and take their places to com-
plete another quilt. According to Father Steve, “I 
was told by a very wise priest; If you want to 
know the true state of your parish, check with the 
quilting ladies, they never hold back!”   
 Thank you to the dedicated ladies who bring such 
joy to our community of faith through their art.  
New recruits are always welcomed!   

Pictured Above: Ann Sturman explain the quilting  
process to St. Mary’s Students. 

Pictured Above: Mary’s Merry Quilters hard at work! 
They are no longer with us but they live on through their 
work. Tresa Langenfeld, Dolores Baldridge, Ann Sturman, 
Lorene Langenfeld, Bernice Schmidt, Catherine Langen-
feld and Anita Brueggemann 

Thank you to Sally 
Tiemann for shar-
ing her memories 

and the beginnings 
of “Mary’s Merry 
Quilters.”  . Please 
contact Sally if you 

are interested 
learning the art of 

quilting. 



Annual Christmas Giving Tree, 

helps local families in need.  
Submitted by: Mary Ford 

 In years past St. Mary Parish has participated in the 
Adopt a Family program, sponsored by BCMW, for local 
families in the Centralia area that are struggling financial-
ly. The generosity of St. Mary parishioners for this pro-
gram has always been overwhelming.  This year, once 
again due to the situation, instead of choosing actual 
names from the giving tree and shopping for a specific 
child or family, we will be doing a cash collection.  The 
money collected will be given to BCMW so specific toys 
and clothing will then be purchased for the children and 
families in need.  An envelope will be included in the 
bulletin the first Sunday of Advent, November 28th to be 
returned by the third Sunday of Advent, December 12th.  
 

Remembering our parishioners  

in care centers and  homebound. 
Submitted by: Mary Ford 

 While most of us go about our day-to-day activities  
during Christmas, many of our friends and family cannot 
because of age or illness.  We ask you to please remem-
ber them in your prayers. If you would like to send them 
a card, the addresses are provided.  
 We are also asking for gifts that we can take directly to 
them.  Please bring your gift, wrapped, and labeled, man 
or woman to the parish office or church by Sunday, De-
cember 5, 2021.  We will see that they are delivered by 
Christmas!  Thank you for your care and concern.   
 

 

Centralia, Estates, 1916 E. McCord, Centralia, IL 62801 
 Shirley Kabat 
 

Centralia Manor, 1910 E. McCord, Centralia, IL 62801 
Aileen Reese 
Mary Niepoetter 
Mary Darin 
 

Fireside, 1030 Marlin Luther King Drive, Centralia, IL 62801 
Margaret Breed 
Betha Huehne 
Dimple Curry 
Clarice Moran 
 

Heritage Woods, 2049 E. McCord, Centralia, IL 62801 
Jerry Grasher 
Jeanette Ingram 
Mike Kennett 
Carol Orrell 
Joe Petroski 
Charles “Red” Schwartz 
Alice Snyder 
Mike Taylor 
 

Living at Home 
Barbara Francois 
Dolores Sanders 
Mary Jean Martinelli Warner 
Fay Vaccaro 

How to update your address or 

add someone to our mailing list, 

and request information.  
We want to keep in contact with you!  If you are not a 
member of our parish family, or if you would like to re-
ceive the weekly bulletin in the mail please complete the 
below information and return it to Rene at the parish of-
fice.   

Name _____________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 

City _____________________State ______ Zip ___________ 

Phone _________________ Email _____________________    
❑ I would like to join St. Mary Parish, please send me in-
formation on how to register.  
I am requesting the following: 
 

  ❑ Please mail the weekly Bulletin to me.  
  ❑ Add me to the quarterly Newsletter mailing list.  
  ❑ I am homebound, I would like to receive communion. 
  ❑ I am interest helping the parish financially. 
  ❑ I would like Father Steve to visit or call me.  
    ❑ Other______________________________________ 

Please return this form to the Parish Office, drop it in the Collection Basket,  
or mail it to: St. Mary Church, 424 E. Broadway Blvd.  Centralia, IL 62801  
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  Advent Reconciliation Service 
  Sunday, December 19, 2021 - St. Mary Parish  
  2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. (Four Priests Available) 
 

  The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas)  
  (Vigil Mass) Friday, December 24, 2021 - St. Mary Parish, 3:30 p.m.    
  (Vigil Mass)  Friday, December 24, 2021 - St. Lawrence Parish 5:30 p.m.  
  (Mass at Midnight) Saturday, December 25, 2021 - St. Mary Parish 12:00 a.m.  
   (Mass during the Day) Saturday, December 25, 2021 - St. Lawrence Parish 8:30 a.m.  

 

The Holy Family (Sunday Weekend Mass) 
St. Mary Parish,  Saturday, December 25, 2021  **No 4:00 p.m. Sunday Vigil Mass 
St. Lawrence Parish  Sunday, December 26, 2021 – 8:30 a.m.    
St. Mary Parish, Sunday, December 26, 2021 – 10:30 a.m.   

SOLEMNITY OF MARY (NEW YEAR’S DAY) 
(SL) Friday, December 31, 2021 – 4:00 p.m.    
(SM) Saturday, January 1, 2022 – 9:00 a.m.   

 

EPIPANY OF THE LORD (SUNDAY MASS) 
(SM) Saturday, January 1, 2022 – 4:00 p.m.  
(SL) Sunday, January 2, 2022 – 8:30 a.m.  
(SM) Sunday, January 2, 2022 – 10:30 a.m.  

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
(SM) Saturday, January 8, 2022 – 4:00 p.m.  
(SL) Sunday, January 9, 2022 – 8:30 a.m.  
(SM) Sunday, January 9, 2022 – 10:30 a.m.  


