
 
 



 



Order of Service 
 

Prelude 
Mrs. Mary Ann Weatherspoon, Organist 

Mr. Les Lannom, Piper and Trumpeter 
 

Posting of Colors 
Marion County Fire Service Honor Guard 

 
Gathering Song 

 
 

 



 

 

 

INTRODUCTORY RITES 
Welcome & Introduction 

Time of Remembrance & Prayer 

 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
FIRST READING 

Exodus 17:3–7 
 
In those days, in their thirst for water, the people grumbled 
against Moses, saying, “Why did you ever make us leave Egypt? 
Was it just to have us die here of thirst with our children and our 
livestock?” So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do 
with this people? A little more and they will stone me!” The LORD 
answered Moses, “Go over there in front of the people, along 
with some of the elders of Israel, holding in your hand, as you 
go, the staff with which you struck the river. I will be standing 
there in front of you on the rock in Horeb. Strike the rock, and the 
water will flow from it for the people to drink.” This Moses did, in 
the presence of the elders of Israel. The place was called 
Massah and Meribah, because the Israelites quarreled there and 
tested the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD in our midst or not?” 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM 
Psalm 146:7, 8–9, 9–10 (1b) 

 

R. Praise the Lord, my soul!  
 

Blessed is he who keeps faith forever, secures justice for the 
oppressed, gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets captives 
free. 
 

R. Praise the Lord, my soul! 
 
The LORD gives sight to the blind; the LORD raises up those 



who were bowed down. The LORD loves the just; the LORD 
protects strangers. 
 

R. Praise the Lord, my soul!  
 

The fatherless and the widow he sustains, but the way of the 
wicked he thwarts. The LORD shall reign forever; your God, O 
Zion, through all generations. 
 

R. Praise the Lord, my soul! 
 

SECOND READING 
1 Timothy 6:11–16 

 

But you, man of God, pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, 
patience, and gentleness. Compete well for the faith. Lay hold of 
eternal life, to which you were called when you made the noble 
confession in the presence of many witnesses. I charge you 
before God, who gives life to all things, and before Christ Jesus, 
who gave testimony under Pontius Pilate for the noble 
confession, to keep the commandment without stain or reproach 
until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ that the blessed 
and only ruler will make manifest at the proper time, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords, who alone has immortality, who dwells 
in unapproachable light, and whom no human being has seen or 
can see. To him be honor and eternal power. Amen. 
 

GOSPEL 
Matthew 20:1–16a 

Jesus told his disciples this parable: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out at 
dawn to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with them 
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. Going 
out about nine o’clock, the landowner saw others standing idle in 
the marketplace, and he said to them, ‘You too go into my 
vineyard, and I will give you what is just.’ So they went off. And 
he went out again around noon, and around three o’clock, and 
did likewise. Going out about five o’clock, the landowner found 
others standing around, and said to them, ‘Why do you stand 
here idle all day?’ They answered, ‘Because no one has hired 
us.’ He said to them, ‘You too go into my vineyard.’ “When it was 
evening the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Summon 
the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and 
ending with the first.’ When those who had started about five 



o’clock came, each received the usual daily wage. So when the 
first came, they thought that they would receive more, but each 
of them also got the usual wage. And on receiving it they 
grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last ones 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us, 
who bore the day’s burden and the heat.’ He said to one of them 
in reply, ‘My friend, I am not cheating you. Did you not agree with 
me for the usual daily wage? Take what is yours and go. What if 
I wish to give this last one the same as you? Or am I not free to 
do as I wish with my own money? Are you envious because I am 
generous?’ “Thus, the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 

ALLELUIA 
Galatians 6:14 

 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord through which 
the world has been crucified to me and I to the world. 
 

R. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Universal Prayers of the Faithful 
Presider: 

We bring our prayers and petitions to God our Father. 
 

Lector: 
We pray for the Church, that the Christian Family be reunited in 
the love of Jesus, let us pray to the LORD. 
 

Response: Lord, hear our Prayer.  
 

We pray for the intercession of St. Michael, and St. Florian, 
Patron Saint of First Responders. May through their intercession 
offer protection, safety and God’s blessing as they serve their 
neighbors, let us pray to the LORD. 
 

Response: Lord, hear our Prayer.  
 

We pray for those who suffer violence, discrimination, rejection, 
that our community be a place of welcome and goodness, let us 
pray to the LORD. 
 

Response: Lord, hear our Prayer.  
 

We pray for those suffering from Covid, may they find healing in 



body and soul, let us pray to the LORD. 
 

Response: Lord, hear our Prayer.  
 

We pray for our military, serving at home and in foreign lands, 
that God be with them in all they do, let us pray to the LORD. 
 

Response: Lord, hear our Prayer.  
 

We pray for our deceased police officers, firefighters, and first 
responders, my they be welcomed into their heavenly reward, let 
us pray to the LORD.  
 

Response: Lord, hear our Prayer.  
 

We pray for all of us, gathered here today, for our community of 
Christian believers, that God’s graces be with us always, we pray 
to the LORD.  
 

Response: Lord, hear our Prayer.  
 

Presider: 
Oh Almighty God, whose great power and eternal wisdom 
embraces the universe. Watch over all Policemen and women, 
firefighters and first responders. Father in Heaven please give 
them the strength, courage, and perseverance to endure danger 
which they are at times subjected, we ask for your loving care.  
Dear God, grant these brave men and women your almighty 
protection, Unite them safely with their families after duty has 
ended.  We ask this through the intercession of St. Michael the 
Archangel, as we say: 
 

 
All Together: 

St. Michael the Archangel, defend us in battle; 
be our defense against the wickedness and snares of 

the devil. May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 
and do you, O prince of the heavenly host, 

by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and the 
other evil spirits who prowl about the world for the ruin 

of souls. Amen. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

Song during the preparation of Gifts 
 
 



 

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 

 

 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 



SIGN OF PEACE 
 

 

 

 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 
Catholics believe that the Eucharist is the true Body and Blood of Jesus Christ and 

that our sharing in the Eucharist is the sign of our oneness and unity in the Catholic 
Church. We invite Catholics who are prepared and properly disposed to receive 

Holy Communion today to come forward at this time. Others present not receiving 
Holy Communion today are invited to join with us in prayer and song. 

 

ACT OF SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Blessed Sacrament. I love You above 
all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot now receive You 

sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart. I embrace You as if You were 
already here, and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me to be separated 

from You. Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Song during the distribution of Holy Communion 



 “Going Home” 
    Organist, Mary Ann Weatherspoon
                Cantor, Tammy Miller 

 

Prayer After Communion 

 
Blue Mass Bell Ceremony 

 

Today, we remember the unfortunate events that took place twenty years ago 
on September 11th, 2001. To borrow a portion of what President Roosevelt 
said after the attack of Pearl Harbor, it was a “Date which will live in infamy.” 
On that day, the lives of many were senselessly, dramatically, and brutally 
taken away.  
At approximately 0846hrs, on September 11, 2001, the first plane hit the Twin 
Towers in New York City. Moments later, 412 First Responders, began to 
respond to the scene. Many of whom we saw on live TV. Those Brothers and 
Sisters, became an unfortunate statistic, and added to the list of Line Of Duty 
Deaths. Today, on this 20th Anniversary of 9/11, this Last Alarm Bell will be 
sounded in their memory.  
After the bell is sounded, a brief moment of silence will be observed, and Taps 
will be played, at which time, all Military and First Responders will be 
encouraged to Salute. 
May God rest their souls in peace. 
 

BELL CEREMONY 
 
The men and women of today’s Fire, Police, EMS, and United States Military, 
are confronted with a more dangerous work environment than ever before. We 
are forced to continually change our strategies and tactics to accomplish our 
tasks. 
 
Our methods may change, but, our goals remain the same as they were in the 
past, to save lives and to protect property, sometimes at a terrible cost. This is 
what we do, this is our chosen profession. 
 
The Fire service of today, is ever changing, but is steeped in traditions. One 
such tradition is the sounding of a bell. 
 
 



In the past, as firefighters began their tour of duty, it was the bell that signaled 
the beginning of that day’s shift. Throughout the day and night, each alarm was 
sounded by a bell, which summoned these brave souls to fight fires, and to 
place their lives in jeopardy for the good of their fellow citizen. And when the 
fire was out and the alarm had come to an end, it was the bell that signaled to 
all, the completion of that call. When a firefighter had died in the line of duty, 
paying the supreme sacrifice, it was the mournful tolling of the bell that 
solemnly announced a comrades passing. 
 
We utilize these traditions as symbols, which reflect honor and respect on 
those who have given so much, and who have served so well. To symbolize 
the devotion that these brave souls had for their duty, a special signal of three 
rings, three times each, represents the end of our comrades’ duties, and that 
they will be returning to quarters. And so, to those who have selflessly given 
their lives for the good of their fellow man, their tasks completed, their duties 
well done, to our comrades, their last alarm, they are going home. 
Rest in Peace, our Brothers and Sisters, We’ve got your 6, we’ll take it from 
here.  (Bell sounds) 
 

SOUNDING OF TAPS 
Mr. Les Lannom, Piper and Trumpeter 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BLESSING OF POLICE,  
FIRE FIGHTERS AND FIRST RESPONDERS 

 
CALLING ALL TO BLESSING 

 
AMAZING GRACE 

Mr. Les Lannom, Piper and Trumpeter 
 



 
 
 
 

Words to Taps  
(Note: there are no "official" words to Taps  

but the most popular Taps Lyrics are below) 
 

Day is done, gone the sun, 
From the hills, from the lake, from the skies. 

All is well, safely rest, God is nigh. 
 

Go to sleep, peaceful sleep, may the soldier 
or sailor, God keep. On the land or the deep, Safe in sleep. 

 

Love, good night, must thou go, 
when the day, and the night need thee so? 

All is well. Speedeth all To their rest. 
 

Fades the light; 
And afar Goeth day, 

And the stars Shineth bright, 
Fare thee well; 

Day has gone, night is on. 
 

Thanks and praise, for our days, 
'Neath the sun, Neath the stars, 'Neath the sky, 

As we go, this we know, God is nigh 
 
 

 
 

CONCLUDING RITES 
 

RETRIEVEL OF COLORS 
Marion County Fire Service Honor Guard 



 



 


