
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial Service 

Remembering September 11, 2001 

St. Mary Courtyard 
 

Centralia Fire Department 
Flying of the American Flag 

 

Patriotic Music 
Little Egypt Brass Band 

 
 

GREETING 
 Presider:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
   and of the Holy Spirit.  
 All:   Amen. 
 

 Presider:  May the God of all consolation be with you.  
 All:   And with your spirit.  
 

INTRODUCTION   
     Presider:  

September 11, 2001, the United States was senselessly 
attacked by terrorists. Thousands perished in the World 
Trade Center, in the Pentagon, and in a field in 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania. The victims were Americans. 
The victims were citizens of over fifty other countries.  



We pause today to remember those who have died. We 
ask God to be merciful to them and to give them eternal 
rest. And we gather as a nation, still mourning so great a 
loss of life, still living under the possibility of more evil 
deeds, still at war with terrorist actions. We gather as a 
nation “under God,” and with full trust in his love, 
compassion, and justice.  
 

MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 

Let us call to mind all those who died 
 on September 11, 2001 

 

AN ACT OF REMEMBRANCE  
The tradition of ringing a bell at a firefighter's funeral stretches back more than 200 years. 

Generations ago, a bell would ring at the beginning and end of a shift and to alert firefighters of 
an emergency. After the call, when the emergency was over, the bell would again ring.  

 

Reader:  
 For the passengers on American Flight 11 and United Flight 175 
which were flown into the World Trade Center.  
 For all the workers who perished in the World Trade Center and 
neighboring buildings.  
 For the firefighters, police, and rescue workers who died trying to 
save others.  
 For the crew and passengers on American Airlines Flight 77 which 
was flown into the Pentagon.  
 For the military personnel and civilians who were killed and 
injured at the Pentagon.  
 For the heroic crew and passengers on United Flight 93 which 
crashed into the field in Shanksville, Pennsylvania.  
 For all those who have died as the result of terrorist activity and 
for those who mourn them.  
 
 

Military Gun Salute & playing of Taps 
Centralia American Legion Post 446 

 

St. Mary School Choir 
St. Mary Catholic School, Centralia, IL 

America, the beautiful 
  

 



Benediction and Closing 
 

Lord of Mercy, Prince of Peace,  
 
This day does not pass in the calendar without our 
remembering.  We remember images of death and destruction.   
Images that human eyes were never meant to see. We 
remember words our ears were never meant to hear,  the 
tender last words of husbands and wives who would never 
embrace again.  
  

We imagine the feeling of emptiness in the arms of children  
who at the end of the day could not find mom or dad for their 
welcome home hug.  We remember our own feelings of 
emptiness as our sense of security,  as our own confidence in 
the predictable order of life and work was radically shaken.  
  

We remember the heroism of the many that lost their lives in 
saving others.  We remember all those who suffered and died;  
we grieve for them still, friends and strangers alike, along with 
their families and friends.  
 

And it is right that it should not pass from our memory.  But 
today, and in this prayer, along with our remembrance of 
profound loss,  it also seems right that we give voice to our 
deep longing for peace,  and with this prayer, commit ourselves 
to those actions  that will draw us closer to our most ancient 
and most holy desire,  peace among all God’s children.  
  

Lord, grant us peace. Amen.  
 

 

Closing Song  
Let there be peace on earth 

 
Little Egypt Brass Band, will provide Patriotic Music 

For approximately twenty minutes following the 
Ceremony.   

 

Thank you for joining us as we remember  
the martyrs of September 11, 2001 

 



 


