
O ne of the most popular Christmas movies is entitled: “It's a Wonderful Life.”  In this 
movie, George Bailey, played by Jimmy Stewart, became quite unhappy with his life 

through challenging events he encountered. While he had hopes and dreams of his own, due to 
the death of his father, he felt “stuck” in his hometown as he took leadership of the Savings 
and Loan, soon to be defunct. I won't share any more of the story with you in case you haven't 
seen the movie, but I would highly recommend it for anyone to view who may need a remind-
er of the value of their life, and the hope that came into our world.  
 The anticipation of the coming Messiah is always in light of the hope we have in his return. 
Just as the Israelites hoped for their deliverance, we too look forward to the final deliverance, 

his return in glory where he will create a new heaven and a new earth. As the prophet Isaiah God has promised us he 
will deliver us. He encourages us by his Holy Spirit to cling to his promises, to love his word and to cherish his stat-
utes. He makes clear paths for our feet so that we continue to press forward in a world which is often so dark. Come 
and let us rejoice in the hope of our Lord. 
 During Advent and the  Christmas Season, I would encourage you to lead your loved ones in a time of apprecia-
tion for the blessings of God in your lives. I realize we just came through Thanksgiving, but I genuinely believe that 
thankfulness is something we should be doing daily! Your life and the lives of your loved ones are of tremendous 
value! But have you ever stopped to think that God thought so much of you that He only made one of you! Christ-
mas is about the birth of Jesus Christ and the HOPE that came into a world without hope! He is still the God of 
Hope! It's a Wonderful Life!   Father Steve 
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A personal invitation 
to welcome the Light 
of Christ into our 
world.  
Submitted by Father Steve   
 While many are focused on what 
might be the politically correct thing 
to say during this wonderful Holiday, 
we focus upon the Christ of Christ-
mas! So, with that in mind, let me 
take this opportunity to invite you 
and your family to celebrate, with St. 
Mary and St. Lawrence Parish Fami-
ly, Christ coming into our world.  As 
we gather with family and friends, 
remember to take time to recognize 
the reason Christmas plays such a big 
part in our lives.   
 We are a family of believers, and 
our convictions are deep and true.  
There is a church pew waiting for 
you, with your name on it, find it, get 
comfortable and make it your own!  
Bring your family, friends, neigh-
bors, all are welcomed!  
 God gave His Son to this world, as 
we know from John 3:16. Jesus came 
to a lost and dying world as He was 
born in a humble stable. Upon the 
culmination of living a sinless life, 
Jesus laid it all down on Calvary for 
the sins of ALL humanity. He's a 

generous God! 
 In light of this wonderful time of 
the year, when we consider the gener-
osity of the Lord, we are also asking 
that each one of us consider giving a 
generous Christmas offering. While 
we have many offerings throughout 
the year every week, this will be an 
extra special offering as we continue 
to reach our community for Christ. 
Regardless of your ability to give, we 
invite you to attend this exceptional 
Christmas celebration! We will pro-
vide tremendous focus on the birth of 
the Lord. Again, we encourage you to 
invite friends and family for a great 
day! I am looking forward to sharing 
Christmas greetings with you. 
 

TRADITIONAL CHRISTIAN 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS 

 
 
 
 
 

  
 First Presbyterian Church, St Mary 
Church and First United Methodist 
Church invite you to a day of tradi-
tional Christmas Carols. This Ecu-
menical event will be held at St Mary 
Church, Sunday, December 18, 2022 

beginning at 2:00 p.m.  We are join-
ing our voices together to give praise 
to God, and to welcome the Light of 
Christ into our world.   
 We will be singing all your favor-
ites, “ Oh Come All Ye Faithful,” 
“Silent Night,” “O Holy Night,” and 
solo and instrumental pieces.  All are 
invited to attend, there is no charge.  
Following the Sing-A-Long we will 
gather in the Cafeteria for a social 
and refreshments.  

Mark your calendars!  

Blue Grass Mass with 

NINE88...  

Saturday, January 14th. 

 We are excited to welcome back to our 
parishes NINE88, a Bluegrass group from 
Murphysboro.  The five member band performed 
at our Summer picnic in July.  They will provide 
the music for the 4:00 p.m. Mass at St. Mary.  
There will be a social afterwards in the Cafeteria.  



“NEVER FORGET -  9/11/2001 - SMS TRIBUTE 2022 

AUTUMNFEST BASKET RAFFLE  ALWAYS GOOD WHEN THE ALUMNI RETURN! 

SMS HALLOWEEN CONTEST 

BLESSING OF PETS, ST. FRANCIS DAY PSR “FAMILY DAY PROJECT” 

“TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALLGAME” 

 

DR. BEGUELIN HONORED BY  
SSM ST. MARY HOSPITAL  

SMS, PTO GOLF TOURNAMENT 

SISTER MICHAEL 
CELEBRATES HER 
80TH BIRTHDAY 
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1. In what year did the Knights of Columbus arrange for the first 
global satellite broadcast of Midnight Mass from the Vatican?  
(Hint: St. Paul VI was pope.) 

A. 1962 
B. 1975 
C. 1985 
D. 1980  
 

2. This colorful Vatican-insider recently published The Vatican  
Christmas Cookbook. Who was it?  

A. Matteo Bruni, Director of the Vatican Press Office 
B. Pope Francis 
C. David Geissner, a former Swiss Guard 
D. Barbara Jatta, Director of the Vatican Museums  

 
3. On Dec. 18, 2021 in a concert dedicated to the Oxford Vaccine 

team, the Oxford Philharmonic Orchestra performed a new Christ-
mas carol composed by John Rutter. To which saint is the new 
carol appropriately dedicated?  

A. St. Joseph 
B. St. Francis of Assisi 
C. St. Lucy 
D. St. Benedict  

 
4. Which Christmas hymn was written in response to a  
Summer of turmoil and first performed on Christmas Eve in 1816?  

A. “The First Nowell” 
B. “Stille Nacht” (“Silent Night”) 
C. “Adeste Fideles” (“O Come All Ye Faithful”) 
D. “Cantique de Noël” (“O Holy Night”)  

 
5.  ______ is the first season on the Church calendar.  

A. Lent 
B. Advent 
C. Easter 
D. Christmas 

 

6. The readings at Mass for the first weeks of Advent focus on 
Jesus’ second coming and the judgment of the world.  

A. True 
B. False 

 

7. Advent lasts _______ . 
A. for 40 days 
B. until the Christmas sales end 
C. until the groundhog appears 
D. four weeks 

 
 
 

8. “O Come, O Come Emmanuel, and ransom captive _______ .”  
A. Israel 
B. Pokémon 
C. hostages 
D. prisoners 

 

9. Jesus’ cousin’s name is _____. 
A. Joseph 
B. Myron 
C. John the Baptist 
D. George 
 

10. When the Virgin Mary announced that she was pregnant,  
everyone was happy. 

A. True  
B. False 

 

11. In Matthew's Gospel how many generations are recorded  
between Abraham and the Messiah?  

A. 72 
B. 42 
C. 121 
D. 20 

 
12. How many gifts did the Wise Men bring to Jesus? 

A. 1 
B. 3 
C. 7 
D. 2 

 
13. How many months did Mary stay with her cousin Elizabeth while 

they were both pregnant? 
A. Nine months 
B. Five months 
C. Three months 
D. None of the above 
 

15. How old was Anna the prophetess? 
A. 39 
B. 101 
C. 84 
D. 23 

 
16. How many months had Elizabeth been pregnant when the angel 

appeared to Mary? 
A. Two Months 
B. Nine Months 
C. Three Months 
D. Six Months. 

 
17. What do the angels say to Mary? 

A. Do not be afraid 
B. Hello 
C. Wake up, Mary 
D. Get ready for a surprise 

 
 
 
 

1 - B 1975 
2  -C David Geissner 
3 - A. St. Joseph 
4 - B. Stille Nacht 
5 - B. Advent 
6 - A. True 
7 - A. 40 Days 
8 - A. Israel  

9 - C. John the Baptist 
10 - B False 
11 - B.. 42 
12 - B. 3 
13 - C. Three Months 
14 - C. 84 
15 - D. Six Months 
17 - I. Do not be afraid 

There are some things so central to the Catholic faith 
that all Catholics should know them. What about 

things related to Christmas and the Birth of Jesus?  
See how many you can get right.   



ST. LAWRENCE AND ST. MARY PARISHES DECEMBER  2022, page 4 

PLEASE CHECK THE BULLETIN FOR SCHEDULE CHANGES  

(SM) - Saint Mary 
(SL) - Saint Lawrence 
(SMC) - Saint Mary Chapel 
(SMS) - Saint Mary School 
(SMHC) - Saint Mary Hospital Chapel 
(CATH) - Cathedral of St. Peter 
(MDHS) Mater Dei High School 
(CCC) Centralia Correctional Center 
(SLC) St. Lawrence Cemetery 
(SMCC) St. Mary Calvary Cemetery 
(SLPC) St. Lawrence Parish Center 
(SMSG) St. Mary School Gym 
(VO) Vocation Office - Belleville 
(SMMR) St. Mary Meeting Room 
(PC) Diocesan Pastoral Center 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 26, 2022 
First Week of Advent (Vigil) 

(SM) Reconciliation 3:15 p.m. – 3:50 p.m. 
(SM) (Saturday Vigil) Mass – 4:00 p.m. 
(SMSG) T. Hacker Retirement Party – 5:30 p.m. 
 

November 27, 2022  
First Week of Advent 
(SL) Reconciliation – 8:00 a.m. – 8:20 a.m. 
(SL) Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMS) NO PSR 
(SM) Reconciliation 10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m. 
(SM) Sunday Mass – 10:30 a.m. 
(SMS) NO RCIA 
 

November 28th – December 3rd 

Monday 
(SMMR) Scripture Study – 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
(SMS) Father Visits 5/6 – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMHC) Weekday Mass - 12:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
(SM) All School Mass – 8:30 a.m. 

Thursday 
(SL) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 

Anointing of the Sick after Mass 
(SL) Father’s Office Hours – 9:30 a.m. 

(PC) Father at Vocation Office – 1:30 p.m.  
Friday 
(SMC) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 

Anointing of the Sick after Mass 
Father at KC Meeting Bloomington – 2:00 p.m. 

Saturday 
Father at KC Meeting Bloomington (All Day) 
 

December 4, 2022 – Msgr. Darin 
Second Week of Advent 

Father at KC Meeting Bloomington (All Day) 
(SM) (Vigil) Sunday Mass – 4:00 p.m. 
(SL) Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
(SM) Sunday Mass – 10:30 a.m. 
(SMS) Parish School of Religion – 9:00 a.m. 
(SMS) RCIA – 11:30 a.m. 

 

 

December 5th – December 10th  

Monday 
(SMS) Visit from St. Nicholas – 9:00 a.m. 
(SMMR) Scripture Study – 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
(SMS) Father Visits 3/4 – 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday 
(SMSG) SMS Christmas Program—6:00 p.m. 

Thursday 
    (SM) Immaculate Conception  - 8:30 a.m. 

(SMHC) Immaculate Conception - 10:00 a.m. 
(SL) Immaculate Conception—7:00 p.m. 
 

December 11, 2022  
Third Week of Advent 

(SM) Reconciliation 3:15 p.m. – 3:50 p.m. 
(SM) (Vigil) Sunday Mass (Saturday) 
(SL) Reconciliation – 8:00 a.m. – 8:20 a.m. 
(SL) Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMS) Parish School of Religion – 9:00 a.m. 
(SM) First Confession – 10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m. 
(SM) Sunday Mass – 10:30 a.m. 
(SM) Baptism – 11:30 a.m. 
(SMS) RCIA – 11:30 a.m. 
(SMSG) – Parish Christmas Party – 5:00 p.m. 
 

December 12th – 17th  

Monday 
(SMMR) Scripture Study – 6:00 p.m. 

(SM) Reconciliation 6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
Father Benny George 
Father Pat Peter 
Fr. Jose Jacob 
Fr. Steve Pautler 
Msgr. David Darin 

Tuesday 
(SMS) Father Visits 1/2 – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMHC) Weekday Mass - 12:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
(SM) All School Mass – 8:30 a.m. 

Thursday  
(SL) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
(SM) SMS Reconciliation Service 

Father Chuck Tuttle 
Father Nick Junker 
Father Benny George 
Father Steve Pautler 
Msgr. David Darin 

Friday 
(SMC) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 

December 18, 2022  
Fourth Week of Advent 

(SM) (Vigil) Reconciliation – 3:15 p.m.– 3:50 p.m. 
(SM) (Vigil) Sunday Mass – 4:00 p.m. 
(SL) Reconciliation – 8:00 a.m. – 8:20 a.m. 
(SL) Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMS) Parish School of Religion – 9:00 a.m. 
(SM) Reconciliation 10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m. 
(SM) Sunday Mass – 10:30 a.m. 
(SMS) RCIA – 11:30 a.m. 

(SM) Ecumenical Sing-a-long – 2:00 p.m. 
 

December 19th – December 24th  

Monday 
(SMMR) Scripture Study – 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
(SMS) Father Visits 7/8 – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMHC) Weekday Mass - 12:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
(SM) All School Mass – 8:30 a.m. 

Thursday 
(SL) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
(SL) Father’s Office Hours – 9:30 a.m. 

(PC) Father at Vocation Office – 1:30 p.m.  
Friday 
(SMC) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 

 

December 25, 2022 
Christmas and Octave of Christmas 
Saturday, December 24, 2022 

(SM) (Vigil) Christmas Mass – 4:00 p.m. 
(SL) (Vigil) Christmas Mass – 6:00 p.m. 

 

Sunday, December 25, 2022 
(SM) Midnight Mass – 12:00 a.m. 
(SL) Christmas Mass – 9:00 a.m. -Msgr. Darin 
 

December 26 – December 31 

No Weekday Masses and Office Closed 
 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin  
Mary, the Mother of God 
Saturday, December 31, 2022 

(SM) (Vigil) Holy Day of Obligation – 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, January 1, 2023 
(SL ) Holyday – 8:30 a.m. 
(SM) Holyday – 10:30 a.m.  
 

January 2nd – January 7th  

Tuesday 
(SMS) Father Visits 1/2 – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMHC) Weekday Mass - 12:00 p.m. 

Thursday 
(SL) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 

Anointing of the Sick after Mass 
(SL) Father’s Office Hours – 9:30 a.m. 

(PC) Father at Vocation Office – 1:30 p.m.  
Friday 
(SMC) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 

Anointing of the Sick after Mass 
 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

(SM) Reconciliation 3:15 p.m. – 3:50 p.m. 
(SM) (Vigil) Sunday Mass – 4:00 p.m. 
(SL ) Reconciliation – 8:00 a.m. – 8:20 a.m. 
(SL) Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMS) Parish School of Religion – 9:00 a.m. 
((SM) Sunday Mass – 10:30 a.m. 
(SMS) RCIA – 11:30 a.m. 
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January 9th  – January 13th   

Monday 
(SMMR) Scripture Study – 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
(SMS) Father Visits 7/8 – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMHC) Weekday Mass - 12:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
(SM) All School Mass – 8:30 a.m. 

Thursday 
(SL) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
(SL) Father’s Office Hours – 9:30 a.m. 

(PC) Father at Vocation Office – 1:30 p.m.  
Friday 
(SMC) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, January 8, 2023 
The Epiphany of the Lord  

(SM) Reconciliation – 3:00 p.m. – 3:50 p.m. 
(SM) (Vigil) Sunday Mass – 4:00 p.m.  
  Anointing of the Sick following Mass 
(SL) Reconciliation – 8:00 a.m. – 8:20 a.m. 
(SL) Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
  Anointing of the Sick following Mass 
(SMS) Parish School of Religion – 9:00 a.m. 
(SM) Sunday Mass – 10:30 a.m. 
  Anointing of the Sick following Mass 
(SMS) RCIA – 11:30 a.m. 
 

January 9th  – January 13th   

Monday 
(SMMR) Scripture Study – 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
(SMS) Father Visits 5/6 – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMHC) Weekday Mass - 12:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
(SM) All School Mass – 8:30 a.m. 

Thursday 
(SL) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
(SL) Father’s Office Hours – 9:30 a.m. 

(PC) Father at Vocation Office – 1:30 p.m.  
Friday 
(SMC) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
 

Saturday, January 14, 2023 
BLUE GRASS MASS! “Nine88” 
(SM) Reconciliation 3:15 p.m. – 3:50 p.m. 
(SM) (Vigil) Sunday Mass – 4:00 p.m.  
 

Sunday, January 15, 2023 
Second Sunday of Ordinary Time 

(SL) Reconciliation – 8:00 a.m. – 8:20 a.m. 
(SL) Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMS) Parish School of Religion – 9:00 a.m. 
(SM) Sunday Mass – 10:30 a.m. 
(SMS) RCIA – 11:30 a.m. 
 

January 16th  – January 19th   

Monday 
(SMMR) Scripture Study – 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
(SMS) Father Visits 3/4 – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMHC) Weekday Mass - 12:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
(SM) All School Mass – 8:30 a.m. 

Thursday 
(SL) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 

(SL) Father’s Office Hours – 9:30 a.m. 
(PC) Father at Vocation Office – 1:30 p.m.  
Friday 
(SMC) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, January 22, 2023 
Third Week of Ordinary Time 

(SM) (Vigil) Sunday Mass – 4:00 p.m. 
 Children’s Liturgy  
(SL) Reconciliation – 8:00 a.m. – 8:20 a.m. 
(SL) Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMS) Parish School of Religion – 9:00 a.m. 
(SM) Sunday Mass – 10:30 a.m. 
(SMS) RCIA – 11:30 a.m. 
 

January 22nd  – January 27th   

Monday 
(SMMR) Scripture Study – 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
(SMS) Father Visits 1/2 – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMHC) Weekday Mass - 12:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
(SM) All School Mass – 8:30 a.m. 

Thursday 
(SL) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
(SL) Father’s Office Hours – 9:30 a.m. 
(PC) Father at Vocation Office – 1:30 p.m.  

Friday 
(SMC) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
 

Sunday, January 29, 2023 
Fourth Week of Ordinary Time 

(SM) Reconciliation – 3:15 p.m. – 3:20 p.m. 
(SM) (Vigil) Sunday Mass – 4:00 p.m. 
(SL) Reconciliation – 8:00 a.m. – 8:20 a.m. 
(SL) Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMS) Parish School of Religion – 9:00 a.m. 
(SM) Sunday Mass – 10:30 a.m. 
(SMS) RCIA – 11:30 a.m. 

 

January 30th – February  2, 2023 

Monday 
(SMMR) Scripture Study – 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
(SMS) Father Visits 1/2 – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMHC) Weekday Mass - 12:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
(SM) All School Mass – 8:30 a.m. 

Thursday 
(SL) Weekday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
(SL) Father’s Office Hours – 9:30 a.m. 
(PC) Father at Vocation Office – 1:30 p.m.  
Friday 
(SMC) Weekday Mass – 8:30 
 

Sunday, February 4, 2023 
Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

(SM) Reconciliation – 3:15 p.m. – 3:20 p.m. 
(SM) (Vigil) Sunday Mass – 4:00 p.m. 
 Blessing of Throats following Mass 
(SL) Reconciliation – 8:00 a.m. – 8:20 a.m. 
(SL) Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
 Blessing of Throats following Mass 
(SMS) Parish School of Religion – 9:00 a.m. 
(SM) Sunday Mass – 10:30 a.m. 
 Blessing of Throats following Mass 

(SMS) RCIA – 11:30 a.m. 
 

February 4th – February 9th  

Monday 
(SMMR) Scripture Study – 6:00 p.m. 

Tuesday 
(SMS) Father Visits 7/8 – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMHC) Weekday Mass - 12:00 p.m. 

Wednesday 
(SM) All School Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
 Blessing of Throats following Mass 
 

FATHER STEVE ON VACATION 
February 9th – February 17th  
 

Sunday, February 11, 2023 (visiting priest) 
Fifth Week of Ordinary Time 

(SM) Reconciliation – 3:15 p.m. – 3:20 p.m. 
(SM) (Vigil) Sunday Mass – 4:00 p.m. 
(SL) Reconciliation – 8:00 a.m. – 8:20 a.m. 
(SL) Sunday Mass – 8:30 a.m. 
(SMS) Parish School of Religion – 9:00 a.m. 
(SM) Reconciliation 10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m. 
(SM) Sunday Mass – 10:30 a.m. 
(SMS) RCIA – 11:30 a.m. 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 22, 2023 
 

St. Mary Parish Lot 
Drive-up Ashes 7am - 8am 

 

St. Mary Church 
Mass & Ashes 8:30 a.m. 

 

St. Mary Hospital Chapel 
Mass & Ashes 12:00 p.m. 

 

St. Lawrence Church 
Mass & Ashes 7:00 p.m. 

Cancer Healing 
Mass and  
Anointing 
 

You are invited to attend the bi-monthly 
Cancer Healing Mass.  Reconciliation is 
offered, Anointing of The Sick and Mass.  
 

(All dates are tentative) 
 

January 17, 2023 - St. Michael, Radom 
March 14, 2023 - St. Francis, Aviston 

May 16, 2023 - St. Mary, Centralia 
July 18, 2023 - St. Bernard, Albers 

September 19,- 2023 St. Ann Nashville 
November 21, 2023 - St. Mary, Trenton 
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Reconciliation  
Schedule for Advent. 
Submitted by: Father Steve 

 Reconciliation service for St. Mary 
and St. Lawrence Parishes will be 
offered on Monday, December 12, 
2022.  Four priests will be available 
from 6:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Mary Church.   
 

Father Benny George, Father Pat 
Peter, Fr. Jose Jacob, Fr. Steve 

Pautler, Msgr. David Darin 
 

St. Mary Immaculate 
Conception Parish 
Mt. Vernon, Confession.  
Submitted by: Father Steve 

 Advent is a time of preparation for 
the Birth of Jesus, December 25th. 
What better way than to prepare our 
souls for the journey, not just to 
Christmas but beyond. 
 St. Mary Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church, Mt. Vernon will be 
offering an extended opportunity for 
reconciliation on Friday, December 
16, 2022.  Times will be from 3:00 
p.m. until 9:00 p.m. During that time, 
numerous priests will be available to 
hear confessions.  Why not take ad-
vantage of this opportunity and return 
to Reconciliation?   

 

Sacrament of Healing. 
Anointing of the Sick 

Following Mass on... 
Saturday January 7, 2023 – 4:00 p.m. 
Sunday, January 8, 2023 – 8:30 a.m.  

 Sunday, January 8, 2023 – 10:30 a.m.   
(SL) Every First Thursday 
(SMC) Every First Friday 

In an emergency, please contact Father 
 Steve or a neighboring priest.   

Phone: 618-532-6291 X307 or 532-5041 

Permanent Deacon  
applications to begin. 
Submitted by: Father Steve 
 

 The formal application process for 
men interested in becoming aspirants 

for the Permanent Deacon, The Ap-
plication Meeting has been scheduled 
for Saturday, January 28, 2023.  Pro-
spective aspirants and their wives are 
asked to gather at the lower level of 
The Cathedral of St. Peter, 
(Undercroft - South Entrance) 200 W. 
Harrison Street, Belleville, IL 62220 
at 10:00 a.m.      Those desiring to be 
considered must complete the formal 
application and return it to the Voca-
tion Office.  Applications must be 
returned to the Diocesan Vocation 
Office by March 4, 2023. 

 

Joy and 
Gratitude 
By: Rob Dodson 
 It has been an abso-
lute pleasure getting 
to know the church 

families of St. Mary and St. Lawrence 
over the first two months of my Pas-
toral Year. After spending three years 
in an academic setting, diligently 
studying philosophy and theology at 
Sacred Heart Seminary in Wisconsin, 
I have thoroughly enjoyed taking a 

break from the school work and set-
tling into ministerial activities. Of 
course, the truth is I do still spend a 
fair amount of time reading, but out-
side of seminary I get to choose 
which books I get to read!  
 Thankfully, my days here have been 
filled with joy and work. When I very 
first arrived at the parish back in Sep-
tember, I hit the ground running. One 
of my first projects was to find the list 
of parishioners who are unable to 
come to Mass and to personally reach 
out to them. Now, we do have a 
homebound ministry team that does a 
fine job of visiting our fellow parish-
ioners and taking Jesus to them in the 
Blessed Sacrament. But I wanted to 
give our brothers and sisters an extra 
boost of encouragement. I believe we 
can never be too generous with our 
time, especially as it relates to the 
Faith! Extra sacrifices of time not on-
ly brighten the mood of those we 
meet but also help to strengthen our 
own faith in Jesus and His Church. 
This is also evident by the fellowship 
had at our Saturday evening dinner 
group and Friday morning breakfast 
group. By the way, if you haven’t 
joined us for these meals, I invite you 
to come along! Catch me if you desire 
more information. 
 One of my favorite aspects of the 
Catholic faith is our beautiful litur-
gies. From the Mass to Morning and 
Evening Prayer to devotions like the 
Holy Rosary, we have countless ways 
that we can come together as individ-
uals and worship God.   
 I would be remiss to not mention 
our tremendous St. Mary School and 
the opportunities I have had to share 
the faith with our students. We should 
never underestimate the good that 
comes from learning in an environ-
ment where God is placed at the cen-
ter. I have been able to teach weekly 
religion classes (including 7th/8th 
grade PSR), lead public recitations of 
the Rosary, and (most importantly!) 
spend time throwing the football on 
the playground.  
 Certainly, there are many other ac-
tivities I’ve been involved with, but 
that might be enough for now. Please 
know it is my absolute pleasure and 
joy to serve the spiritual needs of St. 
Mary and St. Lawrence parish fami-
lies. Thank you for being here. I pray 
that you have a fruitful Advent and 
are looking forward to a wonderful 
Christmas season. God wants nothing 
less for you. Pax Christi, Robby 

 

 

 

 

Neighboring Parishes 

Confession schedule 
 

St. Mary, Carlyle  
Dec 4, 2022  3:00 PM 

 

St. Bernard, Albers  
Dec 11, 2022  1:00 PM 

 

St. Francis, Aviston  
Dec 11, 2022  3:00 PM 

 

St. Mary, Centralia  
Dec 12, 2022  6:00 PM 

 

St. Mary, Centralia  
Dec 15, 2022 12:30 PM 

 

St. Augustine, Breese  
Dec 15, 2022  7:00 PM 

 

St. Mary, Mt. Vernon  
Dec 16, 2022  

3:00 PM – 9:00 PM 
 

St. Michael, Radom  
Dec. 18, 2022 6:00 PM 

 

St. Charles Borromeo, DuBois 
December 18, 2022 3:00 PM 
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The beautiful chalice and paten 
that was commissioned by Cora 

Oehmke in memory of Marcus was 
blessed during the November 

Memorial  Mass.  The chalice and 
paten were handcrafted in Poland. 

Next to the chalice and paten is 
the recently restored Parish 

Ciborium.  May all our faithfully 
departed rest in peace.  

Memorial Mass 

remembering our  

departed brothers 

and sisters.  
 On Sunday November 6th we 
remembered our departed broth-
ers and sisters during the Sun-
day Morning Mass.  November 
is traditionally the month that 
we pray for the departed souls. 
Thank you to everyone who 
made our memorial a prayerful 
event. A candle was lit for those 
souls from our parish and the 
prayer for All Souls was said.  
 

 

The Sanctuary candle burns  

in memory of loved ones. 
Contact: Theresa Ingles 
 

 If you would like to put a picture in front of the Sanctu-
ary Candle, put it up there on the 1st of the month until 
the last day of the month. You don't have to put a picture 
up if you don't want to. It is up to you. To help offset the 
cost of purchasing the Sanctuary Candle, we ask for a 
$30.00 donation. Please get in touch with Theresa for in-
formation.  

Parish Financial Report  

and update on improvement  

projects at St. Lawrence. 
Submitted by: David Schulte 
 

   The Finance Council continues to provide funding and 
work in conjunction with the Knights of Columbus for 
several projects at St. Lawrence. This would not be possi-
ble if it were not for the generous support of our parish 
family.  The weekly collection, investments, savings, and 
other revenue streams are meeting our expectations and 
this allows for the ongoing improvement of our facilities. 
The Knights began replacing the older fluorescent light 
bulbs in the school with LED lights, which are much 
brighter and energy efficient.   
 Tim McCance and Gary Williams did some dirt work at 
the cemetery, which will allow for the backfilling of the 
headstone ribbons that have been completed. The dirt 
work around the cross has been finished and provides a 
better surface for activities held there. A new sign has 
been approved for the cemetery rules and will put be up 
in the near future. The final pieces of the metal have been 
installed on the gable ends at the entrance to the parish 
center. The proposed solar farm continues to move for-
ward through the State of Illinois and County approval 
processes. Nexamp engineers have been on site and com-
pleted a wetlands survey to determine any impact the so-
lar farm would have on the property.         
 I have been able to get the property located at 405 N. 
Vine (west parking lot) reassessed since the house has 
been torn down. I am working on getting the property at 
415 N. Pine (north of the parish center) reassessed also, 
since that house has been torn down too. This will save 
the parish over $2,000 annually.                                                                                             
The Finance Council wants to thank everyone for the 
continued support of the church that allows the improve-
ments to be completed.  
 
 

 

December 2022  
Knabe & Dunphy 
 

January 2023 
Altadonna Family 
 

February 2023 
Curtis & Peggy Fark  
 

March 2023 
Dolores & Woodson Mabry 
April 2023 
Joe & Florence Altadonna 
 

May 2023 
Mother’s Day 
 

June 2023 
Father’s Day 
July 2023 
Leo & Jeanne Nalewajka 

 

August 2023 
William & Theresa Hall  
Dennis McGibany  
 

September 2023  
Joe & Altadonna Family  
 

October 2023 
Bobby Hill, Aaron & Dorothy  
Niepoetter 
 

November 2023  
Deceased Stack Family 
December 2023 
Shawn Ford 
 

January 2024 
OPEN 
 

February 2024  
OPEN 

Did you know… 
Sandoval was the population center of the United States for a con-
siderable portion of the 20th Century. Sandoval's central location in 
the United States was recognized early on. The town was originally 
platted as a replacement for Washington, D.C., with space reserved 
for the White House and other branches of government.  
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sandoval%2C_Illinois  
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St. Lawrence K of C  

Council #11785 

receives Star Council  

Award for 2021 - 2022! 
Submitted by: GK James Nalewajka and FS John Rohner 

 Once again this year, St. Law-
rence K of C Council received 
the Star Council Award.  The 
Star Council Award recognizes 
outstanding achievement in 
membership, insurance and pro-
gramming. In order to achieve 
the Star Council Award, a coun-
cil must earn the Father 
McGivney, Founders’, and Co-
lumbian Awards.   
 Star Awards recognize out-
standing achievement in mem-
bership, insurance, program-
ming, and overall operations.  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The St. Lawrence Knights of Columbus participated in 
the annual Trunk or Treat at the Colonial Golf Course in 
Sandoval on October 14th.  Grand Knight Jim Nalewaj-
ka, Program Director Bill Broda, and Brigid Nalewajka 
dressed as the three blind mice.  Around 400 children and 
their families came to the Trunk or Treat.   
  
“During World War I, the Knights of Columbus provided rest and recre-
ational facilities and social services to Allied servicemen of all faiths. 
 K of C Huts throughout the United States and Europe provided reli-
gious services, supplies and recreation under the motto, “Everybody 
Welcome, Everything Free.”  

St. Mary School 

Christmas Program 

Wednesday,  

December 7th. 
 

 You are invited to attend the St. Mary School Christ-
mas Program, Wednesday, December 7, 2022 at the 
School Gym.  The program begins at 6:00 p.m.  Under 
the direction of Mrs. Andrea McGraw, the children 
have been preparing a wonderful program.  Arrive ear-
ly, seats fill up fast! 

Kenrick-Glennon Seminary 
5200 Glennon Dr,  
Saint Louis, MO 63119 
 

Attention: 
Seminarian Mr. Casmir Cozzi 
Seminarian Mr. Levi James 
Seminarian Mr. Ben Baker 
 

 

Mundelein Seminary 
1000 E. Maple Ave.  
Mundelein, IL 60060  
 Attention:  
 Seminarian Mr. Terry Marmion 
 
 

Sacred Heart Seminary and 
School of  Theology 
P.O. Box 429 
Hales Corners, WI 53130 
 

attention: 
Seminarian Mr. James (Luke) 
Fitzgerald 
 

 

(Pastoral Year) 
St. Mary Catholic Parish 
424 E Broadway 
Centralia, IL 62801 
 Attention: 
Seminarian Mr. Robert Dodson 

ADOPT A SEMINARIAN 

There are still Seminarian Prayer Cards available at the 
back of the Church for you to take home.  Please pray 
for our seminarians. If you would like to send them a 
Christmas Card, their addresses are below... 

EVERYONE 



The Sanctuary candle burns  

in memory of loved ones  

and special intentions.  
 "The sanctuary candle is burned continually in a Catho-
lic church as a sign of the continual real presence of Je-
sus Christ, Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, under the 
appearance of the host (bread) is kept in the tabernacle 
in each church building. The candle is a sign to those 
who wish to pray that Jesus is truly present, looking at 
each person with love, listening to their prayers, and giv-
ing them the grace needed to deal with life's problems."  
 Each month, the Sanctuary candle at St. Mary Church 
and Chapel burns in memory of a departed family mem-
ber or a special intention. There are months available; 
contact the Parish Office at 618-532-6291 for infor-
mation. The recommended donation is $60.00. 

 

 

Remembering our parishioners  

in care centers and  homebound. 
Submitted by: Mary Ford 

 While most of us go about our day-to-day activities dur-
ing summer, many of our friends and family cannot do 
the same because of age or illness. If you would like to 
send them a card, the addresses are provided. We ask you 
to please remember them in your prayers.   
 

 

Centralia, Estates, 1916 E. McCord, Centralia, IL 62801 
 Shirley Kabat 
 

Centralia Manor, 1910 E. McCord, Centralia, IL 62801 
Aileen Reese, Jerald Fanger, Julie Rogers, Charles “Red” Schwartz 
 
 

Fireside, 1030 Martin Luther King Drive, Centralia, IL 62801 
Margaret Breed          Betha Huehne 
Clarice Moran           Barbara Parrot 
 

 

Heritage Woods, 2049 E. McCord, Centralia, IL 62801 
Jerry Grasher           Mike Taylor 
Mike Kennett           Carol Orrell 
Alice Snyder          
 

Living at Home 
Barbara Francois         Dolores Sanders         
Mary Darin            Mary Jean Martinelli Warner 
Helen Guinzy           JoEllen Nannie 
David & Ida Mae Guthrie     
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Did you know…. 
The flouring mining industry was especially instrumental in bring 
many Italians, Polish, Lithuanian and other European nationalities 
to our area.  They settled, to a great extent in Glenridge, then a 
part of our parish, and in Wamac.  

ST. MARY CHURCH 
 
 

December 2022  
Nall, Hollern & Duty Family 
 

January 2023 
Corinno & Anna Leeta Darin 
 

February 2023 
Alan & Rosalie Thomas 
 

March 2023 
Elliston & Garnier Families 
 

April 2023 
Wayne & Mary Decker 
 

May 2023  
Roy Szatkowski 
 

June 2023  
Rich, Michael, Meagan & Jacob Neff 
 

July 2023 
Donoho and Metzer Family 
 

August  2023  
Verdeyen & Willenborg Families 
 

September 2023  
Gene Uhls 
 

September 2022  
Gene Uhls 
 

October 2023  
David Schwartz 
 

November 2023  
Harold “Pete” Aydt  

 

ST. MARY CHAPEL 
 
 
 

December 2022  
Roy Szatkowski 

 

January 2023  
John Johnson 

 

February 2023  
OPEN 

 

March  20223 
OPEN 

 

April 2023  
OPEN 

May 2023  
OPEN 

 

June 2023  
OPEN 

July 2023 
OPEN 

 

August 2023 
Mary Louise & Gordon Elliston 

 

September 2023  
Robert & Gary Kabat 

 

September 2023  
OPEN 

 

October 2023 
OPEN 

 

November 2023  
OPEN 
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Submitted by: Sally Tiemann 

You are invited to attend the Annual St. Mary Altar Soci-
ety Christmas Party, Sunday, December 11, 2022 at the 
Parish Center.  Wine and Fellowship begins at 5:00 p.m. 
followed by Dinner at 6:00 p.m.  Our meal features, Fried 
Chicken, Augratin potatoes, green beans, dinner rolls, 
salad and homemade cookies.  Following dinner join us 
for a Christmas Carol Sing-A-Long!  There will be door 
prizes and lots of fun.  We are asking a $10.00 donation 
to cover the cost of the meal.  You can sign-up by stop-
ping by or calling the Parish Office, 618-532-6291. Tick-
ets will also be available following the Weekend Masses 
November 26/27 and December 3/4.  You can also con-
tact Sally Tiemann at 618-830-7604.  If you need trans-
portation please call the Parish Office and arrangements 
can be made. Looking forward to seeing you for a delight-
ful gathering celebrating Christmas.  
 
 
 
  
 

Thirteen members along with Seminarian Robert Dodson 
were present for the St. Mary's Church of Centralia Altar 
Society Meeting on October 19, 2022, at the St Mary's 
School cafeteria. President Mary Miller called the meet-
ing to order and led the group in prayer with: ‘Prayer of 
Our Lady of Good Counsel" and the "Pledge of Alle-
giance" Vice President Mary Ford led "The Prayer of the 
Least Coin" as the collection was passed for Church 
Women United. 
 Secretary Rose Ross read the minutes from the August 
2022 meeting which were approved as read. Treasurer 
Sharon Reed gave her report which was approved as sub-
mitted. 
 The quilting committee has completed 2 quilts with a 
baby quilt in the frame, the card committee continues to 
send cards to parishioners to cheer them and connect them 
with the parish, and 2 funeral luncheons were held since 
the last meeting. Members of the Altar Society also par-
ticipated in the Church Women United organizations 
events this past fall and will attend the World Day of 
Prayer which will be held November 4, 2022 at the Best 
Western hotel. The Altar Society is planning gift bags for 
the "Senior Buddy Program" and encourage parishioners 
that if they know of a parishioner who would enjoy re-
ceiving a Senior Buddy Gift or a card for any occasion to 
please notify any Altar society member or the Parish of-
fice. 
 Altar Society members will again hold the Annual 
Christmas Party on Sunday, December 11, 2022 in the 

Submitted by: Sally Tiemann  
 

 Several of our quilters have been traveling and making 
memories.  In April, Sally took a trip to Myrtle Beach for 
her grandson’s wedding - not a great choice for a wedding.  
Very windy and cold on the beach. Then on a trip to Ha-
waii with son and family.  Not a great lover of water, much 
of her time was spent sitting on the beach.  Her comment 
was “After 30 minutes, that sand gets mighty hard!” 
 Roseann spent 17 days in Japan with her cousin. Her 
comment was “After 5 days, I was ready for some really 

good greasy American food”.  She had a very busy summer attending the 
weddings of three of her granddaughters.  She traveled to Las Vegas, Neva-
da; Nashville, TN and finally drove all the way to Copple Rd, Centralia, IL.  
The quilter got to enjoy all her adventures! 
 Margie did her part to fill the airline seats this year.  First trip was to Ire-
land and even got to spend an extra night as the return home flight was can-
celled.  Two weeks later, it was off to Athens, Greece.  The quilters didn’t 
hear much about this journey, as she returned home with a nasty virus.  The 
group is eagerly awaiting to hear all about her adventures.  
Mary and her aunt are off to visit the Holy Land.  This will be Mary’s sec-
ond trek.  Apparently, Mary suffers from severe motion sickness.  She was 
determined to enjoy her trip even thought the very thought of food left her 
very nauseous.  She is going to approach this trek with motion sickness 

pills, patches and even a bracelet.  The quilter’s will be praying for you.  Enjoy your trip. 
 The quilters didn’t let these vacations slow them down.  They continue to work on three quilts every week and do-
nated two beautiful quilts and an Afghan to the PTO for the annual raffle fundraiser.   
Interested in seeing the quilters in action, stop in any Monday from 9-3 and take a look.  We love visitors.  The 
quilters even had a treat on Halloween!!  Bishop McGovern and Father Steve had a quick visit with the ladies that 
were there.  What a wonderful and blessed treat!   If you would like more information about the group or would like 
to have a quilt finished, just give Sally Tiemann a call.  618-830-7604. 

Mary’s Merry Quilters busily working on another 
beautiful quilt.  Quilting is becoming a lost art, but 

these ladies continue to preserve St. Mary & St. 
Lawrence heritage, each Monday at St. Lawrence.  

ST. MARY PARISH 
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PLEASE PLACE ORDERS BY DECEMBER 3, 2022  

school gym with tickets priced at $10 to help defray 
costs. Cocktail hour will begin at 5 pm with the dinner at 
6pm, entertainment will be provided, and we encourage 
all parishioners to attend and celebrate this Holy and 
Blessed season of Christmas. 
 Our Yard sign program has been successful with many 
positive comments from the parish and community. An-
other series of signs has been completed and will be 
placed around the community. Look for our signs to 
"Keep the Faith" and take "One Day at a time 
The Memorare prayer was recited by the members for 
those in need of prayer followed by "Prayer of the Holy 
Spirit'- and the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting 
will be held Tuesday, February 15, 2023, in the school 
cafeteria. 
 Sally Tiemann and Mary Miller attended the World 
Community Day, sponsored by the Church Women Unit-
ed on November 5, 2022.  The Lunch was catered by 
Joe’s Pizza of Salem.     

St. Mary 1916, Opus 186 

Pipe Organ to undergo 

major restoration. 
Submitted by: Father Steve 

 You may have noticed, when 
attending Mass that our Pipe 
Organ has been experiencing 
some technical glitches. Roy 
and Mary Ann have been nurtur-
ing it along the past two years.   
 It is with great joy and excite-
ment that I can announce that 
our historical Pipe Organ will 
undergo major restoration and 

upgrade.  The work will be performed by Wick’s Organ 
Company of Highland at a cost of $120,000. 
 Through  generosity, the entire cost of restoration will 
be paid in full!  Our major donors have asked to remain 
anonymous. Thank you to everyone!  Our Pipe Organ is 
over 100 years old, may it continue to fill the church with 
music. 

 
 
 
Submitted by:  Heather Knowles 

 Turkey Bingo was held on November 6, 2022. It was 
exciting to be able to host this fun event for the first time 
since 2019. The gym was packed for this afternoon of 
family fun! Everyone seemed to enjoy the 25 rounds of 
Bingo, lunch, shopping from several local vendors, raf-
fles, Heads & Tails, and more.  We appreciate all of those 
who helped to make this day such a success! The Scho-
lastic Book Fair kicked off at Turkey Bingo and contin-
ued for a week. The support of the Book Fair helps to 
purchase many things for our school such as Scholastic 
News Magazines, classroom rugs, and books that teach-
ers put in their class libraries to help students with read-
ing and achieving their Accelerated Reader goals.  
 Trunk or Treat was held in the gym this year due to 
rain; however, it didn’t dampen the fun! The kids all had 
a great time. There were over 25 wonderfully decorated 
“tables”. We had several SMS alumni who came back to 
participate in the fun and help with judging. We love see-
ing our previous graduates at our events! 
 Thanks to the continued generosity of Mary’s Merry 
Quilters, we are once again doing our annual Quilt Raf-
fle. Tickets have been mailed to Parish Members for a 
chance to win one of two quilts or a lovely afghan. The 
winners will be drawn at the Parish Christmas Party on 
December 11, 2022.  
 Finally, the PTO is currently taking orders for Christ-
mas Cookie Trays. These trays will be created with a va-
riety of delicious, hand-made cookies and candies and 
then beautifully wrapped with an attached personalized 
card. These trays make wonderful gifts! Assembly will 
take place on Friday December 9, 2022. Small and large 
tray options are available. To help with the success of this 
large fundraiser, we are again asking school families and 
parishioners to help by donating 8 dozen of their favorite 
cookies or candies. Help would also be very appreciated 
with the tray building and delivery. The help of so many 
during this yearly fundraiser has always been such a 
blessing!  

618-532-3473 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

St. Mary financial report, and 

where are we heading.  
Submitted by: Theresa Hacker 

 A life of stewardship depends on the realization that 
everything we have is a gift from God and belongs to 
God.  We are all stewards, or managers, of the many gifts 
God has bestowed upon us.  Our challenge as Christians 
is to make good use of those gifts.” 
 A copy of the end of the year report for the fiscal year 
July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2022, is available at the 
Parish Office. If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact Theresa Hacker, our business manager, 
for more information. 
 Even though we are experiencing an economic 
downslide, our parish has indeed been blessed with the 
continued generosity of so many. 

 

ORDINARY OPERATIONAL FUNDS 
 

July 1, 2021 thru June 30, 2022 
 
GRAND TOTAL INCOME:                  $525,980.73 
GRAND TOTAL EXPENSES:           $508,770.10                             
 

During the last fiscal year, St. Mary Parish averaged 
$5,770.00 in weekly contributions. Our budgeted spend-
ing called for $7,542.00 per week, with an additional 
$2,300 needed to subsidize the school.  We fell short of 
that goal.  Autumnfest was extremely successful, with a 
profit of $16,000.  The Auction was also extremely suc-
cessful, with a profit of over $60,000.  We also began a 
couple of  memorials honoring our loved ones, and ad-
vertising on the back page of the bulletin was also a suc-
cess.  
 The special monthly collections are an in/out income.  
What we take in goes back out. Salaries & Benefits con-
tinue to be a major expense for the parish and the school.   
 For the first time in several years, St. Mary School was 
proud to have the opportunity to teach 92 students in PK-
Grade 8!. Extra students also meant extra money for the 
budget.  The PTO continues to be a valued supporter of 
the school and have made many donations, both mone-
tary and resources to help make ends meet.  We were 
able to stay within budget for most expenses, however, 
with the need for multiple substitutes, this was an area 
where we struggled. 
 Looking ahead, staffing issues have been resolved, we 
have 114 students registered in the school, and look for-
ward to see what the school year will have in store. With 
everyone working together we can tackle insurmountable 
goals. Stay tuned for a more detailed financial report in 
the bulletin. 
 

Parish School of Religion. 
“Handing on the Faith” 
Contact: Vicki Laquet 

 The 2022-2023 PSR program has 28 students in attend-
ance this year representing 17 families. We also have 8 
adults sharing their time and talent each week. 
 In keeping with the Catholic Church's Eucharistic Re-
vival we are having Family Faith Days the 3rd Sunday of 
each month to awaken our appreciation of and desire for 
Jesus in the Eucharist. 
 On Sept 25th Deacon Candidate Dan Laquet led us in 

prayer, gave us an overview on the Revival, and an-
swered questions. We watched a short video called, "The 
Veil Removed", which can be found on YouTube. I high-
ly recommend it! Each family made a Blessing Cup to 
take home to place their prayers in. Each was unique! Fr 
Steve joined us and closed with a blessing. 
Msgr David Darin joined us on Oct 16th for Benediction 
and Adoration of the Eucharist in the Church. He ex-
plained how the devotion began & he answered our ques-
tions. We then gathered in the cafeteria for halos (donuts) 
and milk. A monstrance craft was made by each child the 
following Sunday. We have a few hanging in the breeze-
way if you'd like to see them. 
 Nov 20th brought our families back to the Church for a 
tour and scavenger hunt. We talked about the Liturgical 
Calendar and what to look for in the Church signifying 
the changes of the liturgical seasons. We owe a big thank 
you to James Burris who used his !aser skills to cut out 
standing wooden crosses and chasubles in each of the li-
turgical colors- Each family was able to decorate one of 
the chasubles and take their set home. 
 On Dec 18th we will gather to have a birthday party for 
Jesus with prayer, crafts, games, and food. We will then 
take a short break & come together again in Jan. Merry 
Christmas & Many Blessings for the New Year! 
 

St. Nicholas to visit SMS 

Monday, December 5, 2022. 
 St. Nicholas will be stopping by St. Mary 
School on Monday, December 5, 2002 to vis-
it with the children.  He will bring with him 
the traditional chocolate gold coins!  Saint 
Nicholas also known as Nicholas was an ear-
ly Christian bishop know for his love and 
generosity.  
 

Calling all Christmas 

Cookie Bakers! 
 St. Mary PTO is in need of Christ-
mas Cookies to fill our Christmas 
Tray Orders.  If you can help, please 
deliver your cookies between 8:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Fri-
day, December 9, 2022 to the SMS Cafeteria.  We need 
all types of cookies, sugar cookies, homemade candy, etc. 
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Message from Father Ben Wanner 

Keeping busy in North Dakota. 
By: Reverend Ben Wanner.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Teenage Priesthood 
 I know that it has been quite a while since you all heard 
from me since I became a priest on June 13th for the Dio-
cese of Bismarck in North Dakota. Fr. Steve has been tell-
ing me that many people are itching to hear about what 
my experience has been the first few months of priest-
hood, and I am finally ready to give a little parish update!  
 On the day of my ordination, I felt as if I was sitting in a 
racecar revving my engines for the biggest race in the 
world: the salvation of souls. There were thousands of 
people in the crowd, my “pit-stop crew” was ready, and I 
was finally about to hit the gas with all the zeal of my 
youth at the culmination of my seminary formation. How-
ever, once I arrived to my assignment in Western North 
Dakota, I realized that I was not in the seat of a shiny race-
car. Instead, I was in the midst of a raging rodeo! I had 
been sitting on a very large bull, and the gates had just 
been thrown open…  
 Everything was so new. I was a new priest with a new 
job in a new town in a new parish with a new pastor who 
also had never been to Dickinson before. I was preparing 
to be a new teacher at a new school with a new chaplain 
and a new principal as well; and on top of it all, every-
thing was religiously public. Being a military chaplain for 
the Air Force Guard coming away from one of the largest 
and most prosperous parishes in the diocese, my pastor 
already had a multitude of obligations planned for the 
summer, which effectively placed me as the spearhead of 
the transition period. The last pastor had been there for 
fourteen years, and a large portion of the staff had retired 
just before we had arrived. The parish had not had an as-
sociate priest for about 50 years, so many things had to be 
adjusted for us both to have a place to live, work, and 
pray. 
 Long story short, there were a multitude of neglected 
maintenance issues that we had to suddenly deal with 
from black mold in the basement, water flooding issues, 
backyard vandalism, and a vast multitude of things that 
were broken, old, dysfunctional, dirty, and unorganized. 

 Naturally, I started to clean the place, trying to make it 
functional so that we could live and carry out our priestly 
mission. However, I was also doing an average of two 
anointings per day and two funerals per week on top of 
daily masses which had no sacristans, servers, or readers. 
We did not know anyone nor how to orient ourselves to 
get help. There was one week where we had five funerals 
in a row! I had experienced more death in one week than I 
had experienced in the rest of my life combined five times 
over.  
 Fortunately, the people there were very welcoming and 
docile to our new presence. Unfortunately, the job was 
simply way too big for my pastor and I to finish in the 
summer. I suddenly realized that we would not even be 
close to being settled before school started. I was a week 
away from teaching 34 sophomores and 20 seniors Sacred 
Scripture, and I was still a month away from obtaining a 
functional office with wifi and a desk to make the syllabus 
and lesson plans… Since I share a classroom with the 
Chaplain and was living in a major construction zone, I 
had to start teaching full time with a minimally functional 
place to work, pray, and even to go to the bathroom.  
 Although the bull started to buck hard and fast, I did 
manage to stay on and hold things together. We had to 
“become St. Joseph” just to fix up St. Joseph’s Church. 
Although there is still much to do, I really do love teach-
ing high school and find it very fulfilling. We hope to be 
fully settled into the parish by Christmas, and I hope to 
have the time and energy to look through my ordination 
gifts by then. Although my priesthood has not been easy, 
it is very clear to me that when the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass is at the center of your day, then it is much easier to 
offer up my pain and the pain of others as an offering of 
love for the salvation of souls, praying with and for the 
people of God. 
 A major privilege that I have being a young priest-
teacher at a Catholic High School is that I get to know my 
students outside of the classroom. Just the other week, I 
was able to dodge our first blizzard by attending the State 
Swimming Meet where a handful of my students ended up 
performing very well. In addition to meeting a lot of the 
parents, I was able to make posters for my students and to 
watch them make new records at State. In fact, I had so 
much fun and cheered so loudly that I ended up almost 
losing my voice, making me sound like a frog celebrating 
mass! I was able to make my parishioners laugh when I 
said that with all that we have been through, I am not a 
baby priest anymore. I am more like a “teenage priest” 
who has to undergo the raspy puberty voice changes for 
and with the Church.  
 Thank you again for all of your prayers, gifts, and sup-
port for my ordination and my new priestly mission! It 
really has helped me hold things together so far through 
some challenging times. I promise that I will get to them 
on a more personal note, not on my time, but in God’s 
time. 
 

 Note from Father Steve… If you would like to drop  
Father Ben a Christmas note his address is: 
 

Reverend Ben Wanner 
240 E Broadway St. 

Dickinson, ND 58601  

ST. LAWRENCE AND ST. MARY PARISHES DECEMBER 2022 , page 13 



Please update your phone  

number or mailing address.  
Many have dropped their land lines, if you are 
using a “cell phone” ONLY - please update! 

 We want to keep in contact with you!  If you are not a 
member of St. Mary or St. Lawrence Parish family, or if 
you would like to receive the weekly bulletin in the mail 
please complete the below information and return it to the 
parish office.   

Name _____________________________________________ 

Address __________________________________________ 

City _____________________State ______ Zip ___________ 

Phone _________________ Email _____________________ 

 

❑ I would like to join the  Parish Family, please send 
me information on how to register.  
 

I am requesting the following: 
 

  ❑ Please mail the weekly Bulletin to me.  
  ❑ Add me to the quarterly Newsletter mailing list.  
  ❑ I am homebound, I would like to receive communion. 
  ❑ I am interested  in helping the parish financially. 
  ❑ I would like Father Steve to visit or call me.  
    ❑ Other______________________________________ 

 

Please return this form to the Parish Office,  
drop it in the Collection Basket, or mail it to:  

 

St. Mary Church, 424 E. Broadway Blvd.   
Centralia, IL 62801  

 

St. Lawrence Parish, 412 N. Vine, PO Box 278, 
 Sandoval, IL 62882 
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Publication dates  
 The Newsletter will be published 
quarterly, following the Liturgical 
Year.  If you would like to submit 
articles or interesting history, 
please send them to Father Steve. 
Email: steve9960@hotmail.com 
 

NEWS ARTICLES MUST 
 BE RECEIVED ONE WEEK PRIOR 

 

Advent/Christmas Issue  
 December 1st. 

 

Lent/Easter Issue 
 March 1st. 

 

Ordinary Time/Summer Issue 
June 1st. 

 

Ordinary Time/Fall Issue 
 September 1st. 

 

Articles for the  

March  Newsletter  
We are happy to include articles of 
interest for both parishes in the 
Quarterly Newsletter. Please sub-
mit your article for the March 
Newsletter by, Sunday February 26,  
2023. You can email your article to:  
 

St. Lawrence News items 
stlawrencesandoval@gmail.com  
 
St. Mary News items  
bulletin@stmarycentralia.org  

Message from St. Mary School, 

continuing  our mission of sharing God’s joy 

and educating  young minds.  
Submitted by: Mrs. Maria Pryor, Principal 

 This school year is flying by. We have had a great few 
months around the school, and we are looking forward to 
more. We are very blessed to have a priest who is active in 
our school. In addition to being present at some of the re-
cesses and lunches, Father Steve visits a classroom every 
Tuesday and prepares a lesson or topic of discussion for the 
students. They enjoy his visits, and they ask important ques-
tions and learn a lot about faith. Carson Pigg finished second 
in the SIJHSAA State cross country meet, both the boys’ and 
girls’ cross-country teams finished strong at Regionals, and 

the girls’ softball team made it to the State tournament again this year.  
 Trunk-or-treat was well attended, and although the weather didn’t cooperate, 
we had a record number of “trunks” this year. We have very involved parents, 
and we are very thankful for that. Our teachers are extremely creative, and 
there has been lots of fun around our school (and some learning, too)! Mrs. 
True and Mrs. Kasban have implemented a “Fun Food Friday” where they try 
to organize a baking class each month for their students. In October the stu-
dents made individual apple pies, and in November, they made pumpkin or 
chocolate pies. The students are learning valuable skills while having a great 
time. At our first quarter awards, we honored two students with our very first 
virtue award for meekness; Josh and Sofia display serenity of spirit while fo-
cusing on the needs of others. Each quarter a couple of students displaying the 
virtues we learn about will be chosen for the virtue award. Turkey bingo was a 
huge success, and it brought in a lot of money for our PTO. 
 Kindergarten had an election of their reading characters and learned about the 
election process, PTO sponsored an assembly with exotic animals for the stu-
dents, and we honored veterans. Our new STEM room is up and running. This 
is a huge undertaking, and there are a lot of things to work through, but our stu-
dents have been enjoying the room and using their brains to create, design, 
complete, and build. We were awarded a $7,000 grant from Bayer for our 
STEM room, and VR headsets and an ambient weather system will be added to 
the room.  
 Mrs. McGraw is working hard with the students to prepare for our upcoming 
Christmas program and for the students to carol at the Downtown Stroll. We 
have been blessed beyond measure with the best students, families, teachers, 
and volunteers. We truly have the best school, and I can’t wait for all of the ex-
citing times ahead.  



K OF C SOUTHERN FRIENDSHIP DINNER - HONORING FATHER DALE 

RESPECT LIFE - PRAYER CHAIN AND ROSARY ST. LAWRENCE KC - MURRY CENTER DONATION 

GIFT TO CARDINAL GLENNON 

ST. LAWRENCE KC BREAKFAST—BARBECUE! CORA OEHMKE AND FAMILY 

 

CARE CENTER DONATIONS 

MEMORIAL MASS REST IN  
PEACE 

CAROLYN 
SEATES 
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Advent Mass and 
Reconciliation Times 

Sunday’s of Advent Mass Times 
4:00 p.m. St. Mary (vigil)  
8:30 a.m. - St. Lawrence 

10:30 a.m. - St. Mary 
 

Advent Reconciliation Times 
Saturday 3:15 pm - 3:50 pm (SM) 

Sunday 8:00 am - 8:20 am (SL) 
Sunday 10:00 am - 10:20 am (SM) 

Monday, December 12, 2022 
6:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m. (SM) 

 

First Sunday of Advent 
November 27, 2022 

 

Second Sunday of Advent 
December 4, 2022 

 

Third Sunday of Advent 
December 11, 2022 

 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 18, 2022 

Christmas Mass 
and Octave  of Christmas 

 
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 

Christmas Eve - 4:00 p.m. (SM) 
Christmas Eve - 6:00 p.m. (SL) 

Midnight Mass - 12:00 a.m. (SM) 
Christmas Day - 9:00 a.m. (SL) 

 

January 1, 2023 (New Year) 
Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin 

Mary, the Mother of God  
Saturday (Vigil) 4:00 p.m. (SM) 

Sunday 8:30 a.m. (SL) 
Sunday 10:30 a.m. (SM) 

 

January 8, 2023 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

Saturday (Vigil) 4:00 p.m. (SM) 
Sunday 8:30 a.m. (SL) 

Sunday 10:30 a.m. (SM) 
 


